Lesson One
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Finding Our Satisfaction in the Lord

Welcome to "A Sweet Opportunity: Seeing the Gospel in Halloween". Over the next several days, we
are going to be studying some Bible passages that help us to think about Halloween. There will be
guestions for you to answer and verses to look up, so make sure that you have a pencil or pen and a
Bible handy.

What do you think about when you think about Halloween? On the lines below, list some things that

come to your mind when you think about Halloween. There are no right or wrong answers, so have
fun with this!
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| hope that this Bible study will talk about some of the things that you wrote down on your list.

Today, though, | want to talk about "Trick or Treating." (Is that on your list?)

PATH o,
—>GATE o2015




"Trick or Treating" is a common tradition at Halloween. You may have gone "trick or treating"
yourself or seen other people do it. What do people do when they go "trick or treating"?

What are people hoping to get?

After people get candy or other goodies, do you think that they are happy? How long do you think
that their happiness lasts?

As s, we vten spend e whale lives |

"trick o trenting”,

No, I don't mean that we literally get dressed up in a costume and go knocking on people's
doors for our whole lives.

But) we wre alwngs Wping b gt amething bigger and better that wil
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We can't wait until we can buy or get something new, or do something fun, or be at/ watch/ eat/
play something that will make us happy. We often think, "If | could just (you fill in the
blank), THEN | would be really happy.” But after we get something new or do something fun, how
long does the happiness really last? An hour? A day? A month? A year?

Once the happiness is gone, we have to search for something even bigger
and better that will bring us even MORE happiness.
Just like the "Trick or Treaters", we think that if we just knock on enough
doors and get enough candy, we will someday find lasting happiness.

PATH :xous,
—>GATE o2015




Have you ever really wanted
something only to find out that it did
not bring lasting happiness? Talk
about it or write about it below:

To be satisfied means that we have everything we
want and need. We don't need or want anything
else. We don't need to knock on any other doors

because we have the one thing that will give us joy

FOREVER.

Nothing an Ahis earth will over
trulvy SMtistry us.

There is only one thing that can give us
true satisfaction and joy forever. That
one thing is having a relationship with

God. God created us to love Him and to
worship Him. Only God can fulfill all of
our wants. Only God can fill all of the
empty, sad, lonely, and crying parts of

our hearts.

Before God can give us satisfaction, though, He must change our hearts to want and desire Him.
Our hearts are filled with sin. Instead of turning to God to fulfill our wants and to satisfy us, we think
that we can satisfy ourselves by living life our own way. But, as long as our hearts are full of sin and

empty of God, we will never find satisfaction in anything that this world offers us.

Only & redationship with Gad will ever give us rue and farover
Py ety bnd shtistnetion,
When we find our satisfaction in God, we don't have to go on "Trick or

Treating" the rest of our lives, always hoping to get something better at the
next door. We already have everything we need in God.

LeAs Gy b the Biole:

Read Psalm 107:8-9. What does the LORD do for the children of men,
according to verse 97
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Read Psalm 37:3-5. God will give us the desires of our hearts when we
do what?

Read Psalm 17:15. When does the Psalmist say that he will be satisfied
in this verse? What do you think that this means?

LS Privy

| am praying that God will change my heart and cause me to delight in Him and find satisfaction in
Him instead of the things of this world. | am also praying for my neighbors and the people around
me who will be out trick or treating this Halloween. | am praying that they will find a relationship with
God that will bring them true satisfaction. | am praying that God will give me opportunities and
boldness to speak with people about Him, rather than being too shy or scared.

| am also praying for you, that you will find your satisfaction in God alone. | am praying that your
heart would be stirred to seek Him and love Him.

How about you? What are you praying for as you think about these things?
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Lesson One
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Finding Our Satisfaction in the Lord
Further Plseunssion:

Read John 4:5-30, 39-42

What was the difference between the physical water that the woman was
drawing up from the well and the spiritual water that Jesus was offering to her?

The woman at the well was a spiritual “Trick or Treater’, always going from one
door to the next door, hoping to find satisfaction in the things of this world, but
always ending up unhappy and dissatisfied.

Where had she looked for satisfaction and fulfillment in the past? (See verse
18)
Do you think that she had found satisfaction in this lifestyle?
Why or why not?

What are some other places that people frequently look for satisfaction?

Do you agree or disagree that the "‘candy” of this world can never bring lasting
happiness? \Why or why not?

This woman finally found true satisfaction in Jesus Christ. She was so excited
that she left her waterpot at the well and ran to tell other people about her
Savior. Have you found satisfaction in Jesus Christ, or are you still looking for

satisfaction from the things of this world?
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