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Wisdom Talks About WORK L. Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson One, Level Four Lesson T'wo, Level Four

Why Is Work So Hard? WORK: God's Path of Blessing

When somebody tells you that they have a job for you to do,
I are you excited? Or do you think, "Oh, boy, this is going to
be hard/boring/not fun..."
Is work good or bad?
The Bible has an answer for this question.

" Read Genesis 2:8-9 and Genesis 2:15-17

The Bible teaches us that work is good. God created us to
work. However, work is also hard because it was cursed after
A sin entered the world.

Because work is hard, many people will choose the "path of
least resistance”. They see work as a necessary evil and do
.t "just enough" to get by. These people choose the path of

g
I 1. According to Genesis 2:15, did God give Adam work to do in laziness.
the Garden of Eden? _What was this work? The book of Proverbs warns us about laziness while also
= encouraging us to follow God's path of blessing: work.

Read Proverbs 10:1-5

As you read each verse, fill in the chart below. Then, ask
yourself which side of the chart most reflects your life up to

this point.
God's Path of Blessing: Work Man's Natural Path: Laziness
Makes his parents: . Makes his parents:
When Adam and Eve sinned and disobeyed God, work Glad Grieve
changed and became hard. m— . . .
Does what is right and is Tries to get rich through:

delivered from:

Read Genesis 3:1-19

2. What were some changes that happened to Adam's work

God k him f being:
ks 0c Xeeps him from being God thwarts his cravings; He

is never satisfied.

He becomes: He stays:
Here's what we can learn from these Bible passages: God
I created people to W(-)I’k. Worl.< iIs GOOD. However, because He acts wisely and gains He acts foolishly and gains
of sin, work is also HARD. ks respect. » shame and disgrace.
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Three, Level Four

Why Should You Work Hard?
Read Colossians 3:23-25

According to these verses, why should we work hard?

Does the thought that God cares about your work change the
way you think about work? If so, how?

How would you work differently if Jesus Christ were standing
beside you, watching you work?

Read 1 Peter 4:10-11

According to verse 11, who gives us the strength to work hard?

What happens when we work hard? (see end of verse 11)

Do you desire to glorify God through your work?

Thanksgiving:

H B H A H A H 5 H B

o Talk to God about this. If you are struggling with bad attitudes

Prayer Request:

Wisdc'am Talks About WORk

Lesson Four, Level Four

Are You Complaining? &

In our last lesson, we learned that God cares about our work.
We need to work hard so that we can glorify God through our
work. We need to not only work hard, but also have a good
attitude in our work.

Read Colossians 3:12-17

According to these verses, what are some good attitudes that
we need to have while we live and work?

=ln
L) [

Do these attitudes characterize your life and work?

Sometimes Seriously?

Are you kidding? [

All of us struggle with maintaining good attitudes in our work.

That's why we need God's help! What work is most difficult
for you to do with a good attitude?

All the time  Most of the time

Do you believe that God can change your heart so that you
can serve Him joyfully?

about work, ask God for His help. Ask God to help you in the
areas of work that are challenging you right now. |

Read Philippians 4:13

L B T i H ol
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Lesson Five, Level Four
Boaz and Ruth: A Hard Working Couple

Read Ruth 1:14-2:18

1. Whose idea was it that Ruth should go into the fields
and gather grain? (vs. 2)

2. When did Ruth start working? (vs. 7) When did Ruth stop
working? (vs. 17) Based on this information, what kind of a
worker do you think Ruth was?

E 3. Compare Boaz's attitude towards Ruth with how you might
expect a wealthy business owner to treat a janitor from a
different country. What kind of a man was Boaz?

4. \What was Ruth's attitude when Boaz showed her
kindness?

1711

BEEIT

5. How does Ruth give us a real-life example of someone
who lived out Colossians 3:23-247? (As you answer this,
think about Boaz's blessing on Ruth in Ruth 2:11-12)

171
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Wisdom Talks About WORK |

Lesson Six, Level Four
‘The Ant and the Sluggard

Read Proverbs 6:6-11

b, v i

i

1. What is the root word in the word sluggard?

2. The writer of Proverbs is telling the sluggard to act like what
insect?

3. What is significant about the way the ant works? (vs. 7-8)

4. The ant is self-motivated. Are you self-motivated? What are
some areas of your life that could profit from a little more self-
motivation?

Read Proverbs 12:11

If you have work to do, but nobody is around forcing you to
work, what are some worthless things that you are
tempted to waste time doing instead of working?

If you are struggling to be self-motivated, ask God to change
your heart so that you will joyfully work for Him.
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Seven, Level Four

A Skilled Man
Read Proverbs 22:29

1. What kind of a man will stand before kings? Why?

2. What are some things that you are naturally good at?

3. Where would you love to be in 10 years with these skills?

4. What are some ways that you could work now to develop
these skills?

Read Proverbs 12:11

5. What are some ways that you waste time?

6. What are some limits that you can set on these time-wasters
so that you don't foolishly waste time pursuing worthless

things?

Something to think about: Have you ever heard the quote,
"An idle mind is the devil's workshop"? Do you agree or
disagree with this idea? Do you think that it is Biblical?

o** ‘S geee s @ a® "0
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*  Wisdom Talks About WORK [
‘ Lesson Eight, Level Four
Read Proverbs 22:29 l
Today, you are going to look at some different people in

Skillful Workers
the Bible who were skillful. As you read each passage, fill .

. in the chart below:
]
] ® L .
s Text: o Name: ° Skill:
® ® :
Exodus 36:1-2 e ) ®
Exodus 38:22-23 ® L] *
. - @ L 4
% 1Chronicles e valiant Men )
e 51820 @ °
" ) () &
' 1 Chronicles ® ¢ oy
15:22 ° ° :
’ [ [ ™
. ® ®
Psalm 78:70-72 ® e
° )
® °
od o Ephraimite o .
s H 13:1-3
' : osea * Craftsmen ® .
. ( ] ® !
* YES NO
Did God give these people special skills?
‘ Did these people have to work to develop their skills?
® Did all of these people use their skills to glorify God? = l
L 2 .
L .
' « Something to think about: | once read a quote that .
said, "If you don't practice, you don't deserve to dream."
Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not?
‘ it LK -..-
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Lesson Nine, Level Four
God Works a, Miracle
Read 2 Kings 6:1-7

1. What did the prophets decide to do about their lack of
housing?

2. What did the prophets do before they started to work?
(vs. 1-3)

Why is this important?

3. What lessons can you learn from this Bible story?

! When we need something, God often blesses us, not by

giving us the thing that we need, but by giving us the chance
to work for the thing that we need. These prophets needed a
bigger house and they were willing to build it themselves. God
. was right there with them, blessing their work and taking care
E of them when an accident happened.

kTN

Something to think about: Let's say that you have two iPads. One
of these iPads you worked hard for and purchased yourself. You

won the other iPad in an online giveaway. Do you think that you

M would feel differently about the iPad that was given to you versus

] the iPad that you worked for? Which would you value more? Why?

i Why do you think that God most often makes us work for things

rather than just giving them to us? Is it good for us?
TN W, LW ) W R

Wisdom Talks About WORK
Lesson Ten, Level Four
Are You a Busybody?

Read 2 Thessalonians 3:10-13
1. What is a busybody?

2. Write a couple of sentences about a specific time or
circumstance when you were tempted to act like a busybody.
(Hint: We often act like busybodies when our minds start
whining, "But it's not fairrrrr...")

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:10b-12

3. When we are tempted to act like busybodies, what should
we do instead?

Are you a busybody? Rate yourself on the scale below by drawing an
"X" at the place where you fall between being a busybody or
someone who works quietly.

o,

When | see something
that needs to be done, |
quietly do it. | don't worry
much about what other
people are doing or not

doing.

| usually work with a
good attitude, but
sometimes | get
really angry because
other people don't
do their fair share.

| need to know what r

everyone else is
doing. Are they doing
their work? It has to
be fair!

I Something to think about: A famous American leader once said this: "You
must obey this now for a law, that he that will not work shall not eat (except
by sickness he be disabled). For the labors of thirty or forty honest and
industrious men shall not be consumed to maintain a hundred and fifty idle
. loiterers." Do you know who said this? Does it seem too drastic, or is it wise?
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Eleven, Level Four

leader? What did He do?

2. What attitude did Jesus perfectly exemplify? (vs. 8)

Read John 13:1-5, 12-17
3. In this passage, Jesus calls us to humble ourselves and
serve one another. Jesus gives us an example of what this
might look like. Why is it so hard to humble ourselves and do
work that we think is beneath us?

4. How does Jesus Christ's example change the way you
think about work?

=
A Servant Leader
Read Philippians 2:1-8
1. Why is Jesus Christ the ultimate example of a servant

Y

Today | am thankful for:
Prayer Request:
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson T'welve, Level Four
The Blessing of Work

In lesson two, we talked about how work is God's path of
blessing to get what we need - food, clothing, and money.

Do you remember how sin affected work? Sin made work hard.
Sin also introduced selfishness, corruption, disease, death, and
war into this world. Because we live in a sin-filled world,
sometimes people cannot work to get the things they need.

Sometimes people lose their jobs, get sick, or their homes get
destroyed in a flood or fire. Some people live in very poor
countries where it is hard for them to find work. Often, children
in poor countries will grow up without the opportunity to go to
school. When they become adults, they are unable to read and
write and cannot secure a good job. How can we help people
who want to work, but can't? How does the Bible tell us to treat
people who do not have the blessings of work?

Read 1 John 3:16-18; Acts 20:34-35; and
Ephesians 4:28

Many times we do not think about the fact that work is a
blessing. However, if we think about people who have been laid
off and cannot find another job, or people living in poverty-
stricken countries that cannot work to make money for food for
their families, we quickly realize that work is a blessing from
God. How can you reach out and help people who are not able
to work for themselves right now?

Something to Think About: How do the verses above line
up with 2 Thessalonians 3:10? Do you think that
Christians have a responsibility to give wisely?
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Lesson Fourteen, Level Four

An Example to Follow
In our last lesson, we looked at "good works." But, what does it
look like to have a life filled with "good works"?

This will look a little different for each person. You don't have to
go to Africa or India as a missionary (although that's a great
thing to do, if God calls you!). You simply must be willing to use
the skills that God has given to you to reach out to people in
need around you. It will take work, but the rewards are so great!
In today's Bible reading, we can see what a life full of "good
works" looks like - and how much God values it!

Read Acts 9:36-43

Now, bring this story of Tabitha into your own life. If Tabitha
were to show up at your church, she might very well look like
the older lady who knits baby stocking caps for the local
pregnancy crisis center or the couple who are taking care of
foster kids. Do we tend to notice these people? Why or why
not?

Vb

b
)

.{J/ Wisdom Talks About WORK
: Lesson Thirteen, Level Four :
Doing Good Works

What do you think of when you hear the words, "good works"?

EsEsEsRERERE
B NSANARAA AN

"Good works" is, literally, work that is good. Usually, when we
say "good works", we are thinking about work that someone is
doing that is helping someone else.

Read Ephesians 2:8-10

Some people claim that if we do enough "good works", we can
tip the scales in our favor and God will make sure that we get
into heaven. What does Ephesians 2:8-10 say about this idea?

Read James 2:14-26

Some people claim that, since we are saved by faith, it doesn't
really matter how we live or whether we reach out in kindness
and love to people around us. What does James say to this
idea?

The world idolizes people who are beautiful, smart, and
amazing at sports. But, God doesn't value people this way.
God's heroes and heroines are often not beautiful, smart, and
athletic. God values people who are willing to obey Him and
quietly do whatever He calls them to do. Hand stitching clothes
for widows is not the most glamorous work in the world - and
yet we are still talking about a woman named Tabitha 2000
years later who honored God in exactly that way.

What God-given skills do you have that you can use to meet
.the needs of others? How is God calling you to use these skills:f_.

Read Hebrews 13:16

Who is pleased and glorified when we "do good and share"?

AR AN AR RS AN AR A AR AN AN AR AN A A AN AR A RS A AR A A A RS AN AN AR AR R AN AR A RN A S

Something to think about: Are you doing good works for the
glory of God? Do you desire to do good works? If not, why not?

\\How can you apply these Bible truths to your own Iife?/_'/‘
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Fifteen, Level Four
Honoring Those Who Work Among Us

So far in this study, we have been talking about different kinds
of work that we should be doing. However, did you know that
the Bible has some instructions for us about honoring and
appreciating people who are working for us?

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 again and circle the words
below that you see in these verses.

appreciate
esteem

acknowledge know recognize respect
think highly  highly regard

Who are we to do this for?

What are the names of some people who work to teach you
God's Word?

What are some ways that you can appreciate, respect, or
honor the people who are your spiritual teachers from each of
these verses?

vs. 13:
vs. 17:
vs. 18:

Take a moment to pray for the spiritual teachers in your life.
Consider sending them a note of appreciation, thanking them
for the work that they are doing for you.

Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Sixteen, Level Four
"You Don't Have to Work Hard..."

We have already learned that work is God's path of blessing for
getting the things that we need.
However, work is hard because of sin. People don't like to
work. They sinfully rebel against God's plan for their lives.
Satan and other people tell us, "You don't really have to work I
hard! There are other ways of getting what you want."”

Read Proverbs 11:18
What are some ways that people try to get rich quickly without
working or by doing the least possible amount of work (in other I
words, "deceptive wages")?

Read Proverbs 13:11; Proverbs 20:17
What does Proverbs 20:17 compare wealth gotten by

deception to?

Does it satisfy?

Have you ever personally experienced this?

Read Proverbs 10:9; Read Proverbs 28:6

Why is it better to be poor and honest than rich and dishonest?
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Lesson Seventeen, Level Four

Commit Your Work to the Lord
Read Luke 5:1-11

In this story, Simon Peter and James and John had been out working
hard all night, yet had caught no fish. They were cleaning their nets
after a frustrating and unproductive night when Jesus asked them to

take Him out in their boat. Jesus then instructed them to drop their
nets one more time. This time, Jesus worked a miracle and their nets
& were filled with an abundance of fish.

Here's one thing that we can learn from this story: God blesses our
work. Without His blessing, our work is worthless. With His blessing,
= our work is profitable.

Read Psalm 127:1-2; Read Proverbs 16:3

What do you think that committing our work to the Lord looks
like? What attitude do we need to have?

M Do you acknowledge that, without God's blessing, your work is
in vain? Or, do you feel that if you work hard enough you can
achieve anything?

Do you remember to stop and thank God and worship Him

1 when your work is profitable, realizing that He has blessed

your work and that you have not had success apart from His

blessing?

= Something to think about: The world around us tells us that
we can do anything we set our minds to, if we just believe in

ourselves and work hard enough. Does this idea match up with

g what the Bible teaches us?

L

Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Eighteen, Level Four

Work in Studying

One of the primary ways that you might be working right now is
through studying. Disciplining our minds to concentrate and think
is probably one of the hardest forms of working.

What kind of work would you like to do when you are an adult?

How will studying hard now help you to achieve this goal later on?

Some things that you may be learning in school right now might

seem like a complete waste of time. Do you think that working

hard to discipline your mind can benefit your character, even if
you don't use the knowledge? Why or why not?

How can studying hard help you in your spiritual life?

As you read these verses, think about what they are teaching you
about studying God's Word.

Read Joshua 1:8-9; Proverbs 2:1-6; James 1:2

Something to think about: Albert Einstein said, "Education is
not the learning of facts, but the training of the mind to think."
Does this philosophy agree with what the Bible teaches? Does it
change the way you think about education and studying? Are you
working hard to "train your mind how to think"?

(See Philippians 4:8-9)
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Lesson Nineteen, Level Four

A Child Who Studied God's Word

Often young people feel that they can't understand the Bible.
They think that someday, when they are older, then they will
study the Bible.

If you are a Christian, God is calling you to study His Word, no
matter how old you are. God can help us understand the Bible,
no matter how young or old we are.

Read 2 Timothy 1:5; 2 Timothy 2:15;

2 Timothy 3:14-17
When did Timothy start learning the Scriptures?

b
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If you, like Timothy, are growing up in a home where one or
more of your parents are not able to help you grow spiritually,
look around and find someone who can be a spiritual mentor
to you. Ask God to give you wisdom and to bring people into

your life who can help you.

Timothy was young, yet he was doing his best to share the
gospel with the people around him. Sometimes, however,
people looked down on him because of his youth.

Read 1 Timothy 4:12-16

How did Paul encourage Timothy to refute the accusations
that he was "too young"? What does Paul encourage Timothy
to do in these verses?

According to 2 Timothy 3:15, studying God's word can give us
wisdom that will lead to what?

What are some practical ways that you can make studying
God's Word a priority in your life?

Timothy was taught the truths of God by his mother and
grandmother. We don't know if his father had died or was not a
Christian or had left his family. Whatever the case, Timothy's
dad is not listed as having been a spiritual teacher to Timothy.

But, do you know what is really neat about this story? Timothy
was spiritually adopted by no other than the Apostle Paul. (See
1 Timothy 1:2, and 1 Corinthians 4:17)

Today | am thankful for:

Maybe you are blessed with Christian parents who are doing
everything they can to give you an example of what living the
Christian life looks like and are trying to help you grow in your
Christian faith. If so, thank God and your parents for this huge
; blessing.
4's7A7AVA7AVAVAVATAVAVAVA ATAVAVA7ATAVATAVAVATAVAVAVATAY

Prayer Request:
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Twenty, Level Four
A Hard-Working Missionary

Paul was a missionary. He worked hard to teach people about
God's plan of salvation.
Because Paul was a missionary and spent much of his time
traveling, preaching, and teaching, churches that he had
started often sent him money to help support him in his
ministry.
However, there were times when Paul worked hard to earn
enough money for himself and to support some of the people
who were traveling with him.

Read Acts 20:34-35; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Is it wrong for missionaries and pastors to be supported
financially by the churches they work to serve? (see 2 Thess.

3:8-9)

Why did Paul work so hard to support himself and others?

Something to think about: Paul was willing to work to
support himself even when he could have justifiably
relied on other people's support because of his
missionary work. He did this to set an example for the
Thessalonians. Sometimes in the name of "charity",
governments or individuals give money to people who
are capable of working but choose not to. Do you think
that, when we do this, we are actually depriving people
of the dignity of earning their own living? Why or why
not?

What are some ways that we could help poor people
while still giving them the dignity of earning the food

that they eat?
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Twenty-One, Level Four
Can Work Become an IDOL?

Today, we are going to look at a woman who allowed work to
become an idol in her life. She was trying to do a good work for
Jesus, but she ended up becoming so focused on her work that

she placed a higher value on her work than on Jesus Christ
Himself.

Read Luke 10:38-42

At first glance, Jesus' rebuke of Martha may seem a little harsh.
After all, Martha was working to prepare a meal for Jesus and His
disciples. It was work that HAD to be done, right?

Or did it? Wasn't this Jesus that Martha was serving? Jesus, Who

had fed thousands of people from a few little loaves of bread and

fish? Jesus could have miraculously provided a meal for Himself

and His disciples. But, more than that, | believe that Jesus would

have been grateful for the Jewish equivalent of PB&J sandwiches
on a platter.

What Jesus wanted was Martha's heart. He wanted to have a
relationship with Martha that would be so deep that Martha would
gladly set aside her work and her pride and be content to sit at
Jesus' feet, learning from Him and worshiping Him.

In fact, it is the same thing that Jesus wants of us, today.
We can do nothing without God's help in our lives. God delights in
our acknowledging the truth of our dependence on Him rather
than in pride thinking that we can do it on our own.

We can become so busy with "good work" that we neglect to build
a relationship with God. God doesn't need our good work. He
really doesn't! He is completely sufficient within Himself to do

whatever needs to be done.
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God calls us first of all to have a relationship with Him. Yes, God

has called us to do good work. But God will only use our work

for His honor and glory when our work is planted in the soil
of our relationship with Him.

As you get older, you will be tempted more and more to set time

with God aside so that you can focus on the important and urgent

work that HAS to get done. You will have term papers to write,
exams, work deadlines - all of which will seem to be terribly,
terribly important. Your life is never going to get slower. Are you
building a relationship with God now? Are your actions proving
that you value God more than your "to-do" list?

God loves you because He has chosen to love you, not
because of what you do or don't do. Jesus had already chosen
to love Martha so much that He would sacrifice His very life in
order to save her. One fancy meal was not going to increase
Jesus' love for Martha by one iota. Jesus wanted what was best
for Martha - the peace and love found in resting in Him. Jesus
rebuked Martha to bring her back to that place.

Idolizing our work will always lead to feelings of pride,
frustration, exhaustion, resentment, worry, and burnout - just
as it did for Martha. When you start to feel these things, run to
God in prayer and ask Him if your work has become an idol in
your heart.

Something to think about: How would you respond to someone

who said, "Yes, | love God, but my life is so busy right now that |

don't have time to pray and read God's Word. | am doing lots of
good work, so God understands."?

Jesus said that, in the midst of all of Martha's busyness, only one
thing was needed or necessary (see verse 42). What was it?
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Twenty-Two, Level Four

A Man Who Wouldn't Give Up!

Have you ever started on a hard project, only to get tired and
discouraged half way through?
We all have experienced or will experience this many times in our
lives.

In today's lesson, we are reading about a man named Nehemiah who
was a Jewish cupbearer to the Babylonian king. The Babylonians had
defeated Jerusalem about 70 years earlier and had destroyed the city

and the wall that surrounded it. They also took many Jewish people

captive to Babylon.

Now, some of the captives were returning to Jerusalem - only to find a
city in ruins. Surrounding enemies were taking advantage of the Jews
who were returning to Jerusalem, and there was no way for these
Jews to protect themselves because there was no wall. News of
Jerusalem's disheartening and dangerous state reached Nehemiah.

Read Nehemiah 2:1-8
1. What did Nehemiah do in the middle of his conversation with
the king? (vs. 4)

2. What did Nehemiah boldly ask the king for?

3. Why were Nehemiah's requests granted? (vs. 8)

Nehemiah traveled to Jerusalem and started the huge wall building
project. Jerusalem's enemies were not at all happy about this.
Read Nehemiah 4:1-5
Something to think about: Have you ever had people mock your
work or try to discourage you from work that God has called you to do?
Have you ever heard Satan whisper in your ear, "You can't do that.
You aren't good enough/ old enough/ strong enough, etc.” This is one
of Satan's favorite tactics to get you to stop working. If God has called
you to work, He is certainly strong enough to accomplish this
work through you when you turn your focus on Him.
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Twenty-Three, Level Four
A Man Who Wouldn't Give Up! (Con't)

In the last lesson, we started looking at the story of Nehemiah
building the wall around Jerusalem. Nehemiah didn't allow the
mocking voices of God's enemies to discourage him. He and

the people kept on building. This made his enemies furious! [

Read Nehemiah 4:6-16

What was the enemies' plan to stop the building of the wall?

Here we see some more of Satan's tactics to get us to stop a

good work that God has called us to do. Satan will use threats,
distractions, and making the work seem dangerous or foolish.
What was Nehemiah's response to these threats? (vs. 14 & 16)

Nehemiah and the Jews didn't give up. They placed their trust
in God, took whatever precautions they could, and then kept
on working. God protected them through the discouraging and
the frightening times. In the end, their enemies didn't even
follow through on their threats! No attack was made on the
workers.

Read Nehemiah 6:15-16

How about you? Are you working on a huge project right now?
Are you growing weary of doing good? Are you tired and
discouraged? Are other people pulling you down? Do you have
your own doubts about this work?

Will you follow Nehemiah's example? In the midst of all of
these obstacles, Nehemiah kept praying and working and
trusting, and God blessed his work.
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Lesson Twenty-Four, Level Four
A Hard-Working Woman

Read Proverbs 31:10-31

1. What work does this woman do for her home and family?

2. What work does this woman do to make money?

3. Why is this woman able to smile at the future (vs. 25)?
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! 4. What is the foundation of this woman's work? (vs. 30)
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5. What is one practical change that you could make in your
E own life now that would help you to imitate this woman?

RN 7

Pray and ask God to help you make this change.
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Wisdom Talks About WORK W
God's Work in Creation 1 B E
Lesson Twenty-Five, Level Four

| hope that by now you know that God has called us to work.
Have you ever thought of the work that God has done Himself?
One of the most magnificent ways in which we can see God's
work is through the world around us.
As you read the passage below, draw or write what God
created each day, and the word or words that God used to
describe His work.

Read Genesis 1:1-2:3

DAY 1
DAY 2
SSR—

DAY 4

EsEsRsRFEEER
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DAY 5

The creation of the world by
God is the starting point for
the Bible and the
foundation of the Christian
faith. God has a right to be
the supreme ruler of the
universe because He
DAY 7 created it. He has
N determined what is right
and what is wrong because
He made the world.
Many people struggle with this idea. They claim that belief in a
literal 7 day creation is unscientific and foolish.

If you are struggling with knowing what you believe, may |
challenge you to look at all of the facts? A great place to start
is at https://answersingenesis.org/answers/ This super-fun
website will help you explore topics and answer questions
about Creation.
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. : : Something to think about: Was Jesus Christ present at
creation? (see Genesis 1:26, Hebrews 1:1-2, John 1:1-5)

EsERFEERERRERER
[ ETET R

[EXR]

[ETETRETY

DAY 3

——
\ /_')’ \{oes the Bible teach that God created the earth in 7 days,?’_')’
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Wisdom Talks About WORK
Jesus Worked When We Could Not

Lesson Twenty-Six, Level Four

b, vl

Vb

When God created the world, He made it perfect. However,
God gave Adam and Eve a choice. They could choose to obey
God, or they could choose to reject Him as their authority and

disobey Him. Adam and Eve chose to reject God and sin.

Since Adam and Eve, every human being ever born (except
Jesus Christ, God's own Son) has been born a sinner. Even
one sin, one little "white lie", one moment of pride, one second
of selfish anger in our hearts, is disobedience against the all-
powerful Creator God.

God is perfectly holy and just. He cannot allow any sin to come
into His presence.

Read Romans 3:10; Romans 3:23;

Romans 6:23
What do these verses teach us about sin?

Many people believe that if they just do enough "good works",
they will be able to find favor with God and He will overlook
their sins. As we have seen in previous lessons, God does call
us to do good works through Him because we love Him. God
never calls us to do good works in order to gain forgiveness of
sin and find favor with Him, however, because even our most
noble good works are corrupted with sins of pride and
selfishness.

s Read Isaiah 64:6-7
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We are sinners, without hope of salvation unless it comes from
outside of ourselves. God loves us, not because of who we
are, but because of Who He is. God chose to send His Son,
Jesus Christ, to do the work of salvation for us because we

could not do it for ourselves.

Read John 1:28-34

What did John the Baptist say that Jesus was going to do in
verse 29?

Who does John the Baptist say that Jesus is in verse 34?

Read John 3:16

Something to Think About: The family Bible study says,
"No matter how hard we work at being good, we can never
work away our sin. We can never work our way to heaven.
Even our 'good works' are motivated by and corrupted in
some part with sin." Do you agree with this? Do you think that
people are capable of doing good works not corrupted by sin?
Why or why not?
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Jesus Made Time for the Most Important
‘Things
Lesson Twenty-Seven, Level Four

Jesus was extremely busy working while he was here on earth.
Bible historians tell us that Jesus probably began His public
ministry when He was thirty years old and was crucified when He
was thirty three years old.

That means that all of the traveling (on foot!), preaching and
teaching, healings, miracles, and discipling that Jesus did
happened in three short years. In fact, Mark 3:20 tells us that
there were times when Jesus was so busy working, He didn't
have time to eat!

In spite of all this busyness, Jesus slowed down and made time
for the things that He knew were important to God. Read the
passages below. On the lines under each passage, write what
Jesus slowed down and made time for.

Luke 5:15-16

Jesus slowed down to:

SEE VI JUNVY VNN TUURK AN TWIN JWNY [T,

Do you make time for this in your life?

Mark 6:30-32

Jesus slowed down to:
Do you make time for this in your life?

Luke 4:16

Jesus slowed down to:
Do you make time for this in your life?

Matthew 19:13-15

Jesus slowed down to:
Do you make time for this in your life?

Wisdom Talks About WORK
Jesus' Perfect Work
Lesson Twenty-Eight, Level Four

In today's reading, Paul gives us a perfect example of a Man
Who completely satisfied God with His work.

Read Philippians 2:1-18

1. Who does Paul set before us as an
example of what perfect work looks like?

2. What attitudes characterized Jesus' perfect work?

Do you have these attitudes in your work?
3. Jesus obeyed God perfectly and completely. How far was
Jesus willing to go in His obedience to God?

4. Because Jesus obeyed, what has God done for Jesus?

In verses 12-13, Paul calls us to obey God. We do not obey
God because we need to work our way to heaven. Jesus E

has already done that for us. Rather, we are called to work
by growing in God and fighting against our sin. We do this to
prove that we truly are followers of Jesus and to
demonstrate that God is working in us. Our works are proof
that we truly are believers. As we work, it is actually God
Who is at work within us.
Do you see signs of God's work in your life?
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Jesus Finished His Work Resting in Faith While Working For

Lesson Twenty-Nine, Level Four God's Glory
Jesus Christ left heaven and came to this weary, sin-sick Lesson Thirty, Level Four
world to work in our place so that we might experience All false religions teach that people are saved by their works.

salvation from our sins. They must do something to please the god or gods or to
Read John 17:1-5 achieve a perfect state of being.

1. What did Jesus say that He had finished or accomplished in Read Ephesians 2:1-10

verse 47 Verses 1-3 remind us that, without faith in Jesus Christ, we are
hopelessly dead in our sins. What did God do for us through
Jesus Christ? (vs. 4-7)

2. According to verses 2-4, what was the work that Jesus had
accomplished?

How are we saved? (vs. 8-9)

Read John 19:16-30

3. What was the last thing that Jesus said before He died?

If we are saved apart from works, why should we be involved
with good works? (vs. 10)

What do you thing that Jesus was referring to?

We need to be busy working to grow in God. We need to be busy
working to fight our temptations to sin. We need to be doing the
everyday work which God has placed before us with God-honoring
attitudes.

All the while, though, we remember that our salvation does not
depend on our good works. Jesus Christ already did that work for
us! We can rest in Jesus' saving work for us while we joyfully obey
God and work for Him because we love Him and want to serve Him.

The writer of Hebrews compares our lives with a foot race,
which we need to run with endurance.

Read Hebrews 12:1-3

Something to Think About: As we go through our lives, as we
work to fight our sin, and as we work to do what is right, Who
are we to fix our eyes on, so that we will not grow weary and
lose heart? Does the thought that Jesus Christ worked hard

(ever.1 When it was unimaginably Q|ff|cult), obeyed God perfectly, people to accept that we are saved by Jesus' works and not
and finished well encourage you in your work? Why or why not? our own?

Something to Think About: Every false religion is based on
people working their way to "heaven”. Why is it difficult for




	Cover and Copyright
	Level 4, Final Wisdom Talks Work
	Level 4, Final Wisdom Talks Work
	Level 4, Final Wisdom Talks Work
	Level 4, Final Wisdom Talks Work
	Level 4, Final Wisdom Talks Work
	Level 4, Final Wisdom Talks Work
	Level 4, Final Wisdom Talks Work
	Level 4, Final Wisdom Talks Work
	Level 4, Final Wisdom Talks Work
	Level 4, Final Wisdom Talks Work
	Level 4, Final Wisdom Talks Work
	Level 4, Final Wisdom Talks Work
	Level 4, Final Wisdom Talks Work
	Level 4, Final Wisdom Talks Work
	Level 4, Final Wisdom Talks Work
	Wisdom Talks About WORK (1)


	Level 4, Wisdom Talks About WORK (1)

	Level 4, Wisdom Talks About WORK (1)

	Level 4, Wisdom Talks About WORK (2)

	Level 4, Wisdom Talks About WORK

	Level 4, Wisdom Talks About WORK


	Level 4, Wisdom Talks About WORK (2)

	Level 4, Wisdom Talks About WORK (3)


	Level 4, Wisdom Talks About WORK (1)

	Level 4, Wisdom Talks About WORK (3)

	Level 4, Wisdom Talks About WORK




