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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson One, Parent's Journal
Why is Work So Hard?

In this first lesson, your family is going to study the very foundation
of work in Genesis. You may already be very familiar with this story.
However, as you read it today, think specifically about what it is
teaching us about work.

Read Genesis 2:4-9, 2:15-22
1. What work did God give Adam to do in the garden?

2. Did God give this work to Adam before or after sin entered the
world? What does this teach us about work?

Read Genesis 3:1-19

3. What were some ways in which sin changed work?

Here is what your kids need to understand today: God made Adam
and Eve to work. Work is a good thing. However, when Adam and
Eve chose to disobey God, their sin affected their work. Work is still
good, but it can also be painful, hard, and frustrating because of sin.

Your Assignment: Kids often become overwhelmed by the
difficulty of work - whether they are trying to finish math
homework, clean their room, or rake leaves. They are young
and these projects can seem huge to them. Take some time I

today to work beside your kids on a project. As you work
beside your children, tell them a story about some work you l
had to do when you were young, or about how hard work
sometimes seems to you. Your kids will appreciate knowing
that work is hard for you, too.
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Lesson T'wo, Parent's Journal

WORK: God's Path of Blessing

In today's lesson, your kids are going to be learning that work
is God's path of blessing. Proverbs 10:1-5 gives us some
comparisons and contrasts of the world's view of work and

God's view of work. Read the passage below, one verse at a

time. As you read each verse, fill in the chart below.

Read Proverbs 10:1-5

God's Path of Blessing: Work

Man's Natural Path: Laziness

Makes his parents:

Makes his parents:

Does what is right and is
delivered from:

Tries to get rich through:

God keeps him from being:

God thwarts his cravings; He
is never satisfied.

He becomes:

He stays:

He acts wisely and gains
respect.

He acts foolishly and gains
shame and disgrace.

Your Assignment: Take a few minutes and read back
through Proverbs 10:1-5. As you read each verse, turn
it into a prayer for your child. Pray that your child
would choose to follow God's path of blessing. Pray
that your child would live a life of hard work for God's
glory, even when when all of your children's peers are

choosing "easier" paths.
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Three, Parent's Journal
Why Should You Work Hard?

Read Colossians 3:18-25

Whom are we to be serving when we work? Who will reward us
for our work?

Read 1 Peter 4:10-11

Who is glorified when we work hard?

The world around us judges us by how "successful" we are in our work.
They want to know how much money we make and how many
followers we have on Facebook and whether we can afford designer
curtains and Disney World vacations. Even in Christian circles, we
judge each other by how "successful" our "ministries” are.

But God doesn't judge us by the world's standards. Rather, God judges
us by how faithful we are in the work that He has called us to do. God
calls us to work joyfully and well for His honor and glory. The fact that
God sees our work and cares about it gives our work great dignity and
worth. Whether you are leading a successful company or washing a
load of stinky socks, God sees your work. And, He will reward it at the
proper time.

How do these verses change the way you might think about your
work today?

Your Assignment: Write out Colossians 3:23-24 on a
three by five card or any other sheet of paper. Work on
memorizing it this week with your family.
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Lesson Four, Parent's Journal

Are You Complaining?

In today's lesson, we are going to back up a bit in Colossians
and look at some attitudes that we need to have as we work.
As you read, look specifically for attitudes that Paul is
encouraging us to have as we live and work. Write the
attitudes down on the lines below.

Read Colossians 3:12-25

| don't know about you, but these verses remind me of how much |
need God's forgiveness and grace and the strength of the Holy
Spirit working within me - because there is no way | can ever
measure up to this list! But, God can change my heart. And, He can
change your heart too! (Philippians 4:13)

Your Assignment: As your kids complete Lesson Four
today, they are going to be self-assessing how their
attitudes are measuring up to God's standards. Talk
with them about this. Remind them that no one can
measure up to these standards. That is why we so
desperately need a Savior, Jesus Christ, Who worked
with a perfect attitude in our place. If your kids are
struggling with bad attitudes about work, take a
moment and pray with them. Ask God to help them
(and you!) to change their attitudes so that they might
glorify Him through their work.
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Five, Parent's Journal
Boaz and Ruth: A Hard Working Couple
Read Ruth 1:14-2:23

Can you take a moment and put yourself in Ruth's sandals?

Ruth was a young woman who had put her trust in the God
of Israel. In doing so, she had turned her back on her
biological family and home and the religion she had grown
up with. Her husband died while she was still a young
woman, leaving her a childless widow with no way to
support herself. Her mother-in-law, Naomi, bitter against
God for the loss of her own husband and sons, encouraged
Ruth to reject God and return to her idols.

When everything in her life had crumbled, when it seemed
that God had failed her, when even Naomi was prompting
her to reject God, Ruth clung to her new God.
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She followed Naomi to a strange land where she would
always be looked down upon with contempt as an outsider.

BT

But, she didn't grow bitter or complain. Instead, she quietly
and faithfully did the work that needed to be done - hot,
sweaty, back-breaking work that would just barely feed her
and her bitter mother-in-law. | wonder what Ruth thought of
when she thought of the future? For, surely, there was no E
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future for her here in the barley fields. But still, she worked.
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And then there was Boaz. Boaz was an older man, the son of a
foreigner, and apparently without immediate family in a culture
where the lack of children was a disgrace.

Yet, Boaz was not bitter. In fact, every time he opened his mouth in
this story, Boaz was blessing someone, noticing someone,
encouraging someone, taking care of someone.

Finally, and first of all, there was God.

God, Who looked down on an older man without family and saw a
father and a husband.

God, Who looked down on a sweaty, sunburned immigrant working
in a barley field, and saw royalty.

God, Who orchestrated a beautiful marriage between Boaz and
Ruth. God, Who chose to make Boaz and Ruth not only the great-
grandparents of David, King of Israel, but also the ancestors of His

own Son, Jesus Christ.

How are you doing? Are you following Ruth's example?Are you quiet
and uncomplaining in the work and the life that God has called you
to? Are you serving in humility, waiting on God to bless you in His

é perfect timing? é

q How do you treat the people that work for you and around you? Are n
E you blessing your family and friends with your words of care and E

encouragement? Is your heart so overflowing with God's goodness
that it slips right out of your mouth? Are you concerned about the
needs of others?

T

Note: If you have a child completing Level Two, write a
quick note of encouragement to them in the box at the
bottom of Lesson six. They will love seeing a note from you
when they open their Bible lesson tomorrow!
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Wisdom Talks About WORK
Lesson Six, Parent's Journal
The Ant and The Sluggard
Read Proverbs 6:6-11

What is significant about how the ant works in verses 7-8?

Are you self-motivated? Do you work well even when no one is
looking over your shoulder?

Are your kids self-motivated?

What are some practical ways that you can teach your
kids to be more self-motivated?

Read Proverbs 12:11

What are some worthless or frivolous things that you and your
family are tempted to waste time doing in place of working?

What are some healthy limits or boundaries that you can set
on these time wasters so that they do not consume your life?
Talk to your kids about these limits.

If you have a child completing Level 3, take a moment to write
them a quick note at the bottom of Lesson 7. They will love to see a
note of encouragement from you when they open their Bible study

., tomorrow! iy
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Seven, Parent's Journal

A Skilled Man
Read Proverbs 22:29

In this passage, we read about a skillful man who excels in his
work. God has given this man a natural ability in a certain area
of work, and the man has worked hard to achieve his full
potential.

What doors of opportunity have been opened to this man
because of his hard work and skill?

As you think about this passage, consider how it applies to
modern day work life. Obviously, not many of us will stand
before an earthly king, but we will stand before managers,
company owners, and our peers. And, all of us will stand
before a Heavenly King. Are we working hard to develop the
skills that God has given to us? Talk to your kids about this
today.

Talk to your kids about some skillful people that you know that
have worked hard and used their skills to open up doors of
opportunity. Encourage and inspire your kids with real-life
examples of what this skillful man (or woman!) looks like.

Then, challenge your kids to think about what they are
naturally skilled in and discuss ways that they could improve

these skills even now, while they are young.

If you have a child completing Level 4, ask him about the quote "An
idle mind is the devil's workshop." Does he agree? Does he think this
is Biblical? Why or why not? What do you think?
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Eight, Parent's Journal

Skillful Workers
Read Proverbs 22:29
Read Proverbs 22:6

Even when they are young, we need to be training and
instructing our children in the way that they are to go.
Proverbs 22:6 can be applied to our children's
educational and vocational training so that they will be
ready for the future.

a® e
.
-

What natural skills and abilities has God given your
child (or children)? What are they good at and
interested in?

How can you encourage them and help them to develop
these skills more fully so that they can use them well
when they are adults?

Something to think about: Do you push your kids to
excel in areas that they are not skilled in? If so, 2
why? .
« Are you allowing your kids to waste too much time .
without challenging them to excel in their God-
given areas of ability?
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Lesson Nine, Parent's Journal
God Works a, Miracle
Read 2 Kings 6:1-7
This is such an interesting story, isn't it? Why is it here?

What does God want us to learn from this story?
We could learn the importance of work. These men needed
more housing. They took initiative, asked God's blessing (by

asking the man of God, Elisha), and went to work.
-

We could learn the dangers of borrowing things, or the
importance of maintaining our tools. After all, if the axe blade
had been sharpened and the axe head securely fastened to
the handle, this accident probably wouldn't have happened.

God sees our work and cares about it. In this story, God
protected a worker in a miraculous way.

When we are working hard, seeking to do God's will, He is
with us in our work. | am so thankful for a God Who sees my
work and is with me, watching over me and graciously
protecting me. This doesn't mean that our work will always go
smoothly, but imagine what it would be like to work without
God's blessing.

171
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Your Assignment: Have you ever experienced an
"accident” of some kind while you were working that
could have gone terribly, terribly wrong, but God
protected you? Talk to your kids about how God
protected you.

[NI7 WS

But, here's one more thing | think we can learn from this story:
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Ten, Parent's Journal
Are You a Busybody?

I once heard about a pastor who ministered in a small rural Baptist
church. There was an older lady who would sit on the front row.
When he would preach about sexual sins or stealing, she would call
I out "Preach it, pastor, preach it!" When he would preach about sins of I
gossip and pride, she would call out, "Now you're meddling, brother.
Now you are meddling."

Sometimes, the truth of God's Word meddles a bit in our lives, I
doesn't it? That's how | feel about today's reading.

Read 2 Thessalonians 3:10-13

In your own words, what is a busybody?

focused on their own work.
Write a couple of sentences (or think about) a specific time or

I circumstance in which you acted like a busybody. This attitude
is often accompanied by feelings of being unfairly "used" or
working too hard when nobody else around us is doing their
part, followed by loudly complaining about our unfair
circumstances to anyone who will listen. It may also involve
gossiping and spending too much time on social media when I
there is work to be done.

EH I I B B B B B B = =
Read 1 Thessalonians 4:10b-12

When we are tempted to act like busybodies, what should we
do instead?

Do you struggle with the sin of being a busybody? Rate
yourself with an "X" on the scale below:

i When | see 1

something that | usually work with a good
needs to be done, | attitude, but sometimes |
quietly do it. I don't get really frustrated

worry much about because other people
what other people won't do their fair share. angry when other
are doing or not people won't help

doing. me! Why can't | ever

have any free time?

P

| need to know what
everyone else is
doing. Are they doing I
their work? | get so

Do your kids struggle with the sin of being busybodies? Are
they constantly comparing their chores and work with each
other? If so, what are some ways that you could help them to
start fighting this sin?

If being a busybody is a sin in your life, will you make it a matter
of prayer? Will you ask God to forgive you and to give you (and I
your family?!) victory in this area of your life?

Note: If you have a child completing Level Four, and if
they should happen to ask what famous American
leader quoted 2 Thessalonians 3:10 and made it law, the
answer is John Smith, founding of Jamestown, 1609.
Maybe your kids thought they could stump you, but you

know this stuff!
Il B B B B B B NN E B
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Eleven, Parent's Journal

Which attitudes should we be avoiding in our work?

Read Philippians 2:1-8
Which attitudes should we be cultivating?

Why is Jesus Christ the ultimate example of a servant
leader? What did He do?

Which attitude did Jesus perfectly exemplify?

A Servant Leader
Today your kids will be considering what it looks like to be a
servant leader and how this affects our work.

Read John 13:1-5, 12-17

In this passage, Jesus calls us to humble ourselves and
serve one another. Jesus gives us an example of what this
might look like. Why is it so hard to humble ourselves and do
work that we think is beneath us?

1RTLY
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How does Jesus Christ's example change the way you think
about work?

LT
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Lesson Twelve, Parent's Journal

The Blessing of Work
As your kids study what God's Word says about work, they are
hopefully starting to develop a Biblical view of work. They have
learned that work is God's path of blessing to getting the things
that they need. They have also learned that if people refuse to
work, they should not eat (2 Thessalonians 3:10).

However, sin affected work. Because we live in a sin-sick world,
there are many times when people want to work, but can't. Job
loss, sickness, poverty, an inability to get education, lack of
opportunity, war, natural disaster, government corruption - all of
these things can make it difficult for people to provide for their
own needs through work.

We need to remember that work is a blessing from God.
And, we need to remember that there are people who have not
experienced this blessing. What does the Bible say that we are

to do for these people?

Read 1 John 3:16-18; Acts 20:34-35; and
Ephesians 4:28

Your Assignment: In the Family Bible Study portion of today's
lesson, your family will be considering some ways that you can
reach out to help someone in need. Ask God to place a person or
people on your family's hearts that you can reach out to. If you
don't know of any needs, ask your pastor, a missionary that your
church supports, or check out the Compassion International
Catalog for ideas. If you are in a position where you cannot give
financially, talk to your kids about other ways that you can still give
- by volunteering, encouraging people through letters, etc.




Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Thirteen, Parent's Journal
Doing Good Work

In today's lesson, your kids are going to be challenged to think
about good works.

The topic of "good works" can be a little difficult. Our kids need
to understand that the Bible clearly says that we are not saved
by the good works that we do.

However, if we are genuine followers of Jesus Christ, then our
lives will be full of good works - things that we do for others
because we want to honor and glorify our great God.

In a nutshell, we do not do good works because we want to get

to heaven. Only Jesus' perfect life and death on the cross can

do that. Instead, we do good works because we want to please
our Father in Heaven Who loves us. This difference is not in
our outward obedience, but in the motivation of our hearts.

And, of course, if we have absolutely no desire to serve our
Lord and Savior and do things for others that will bring Him
honor and glory... Well, that says something about the state of
our faith, too, doesn't it?

Read Ephesians 2:8-10; James 2:14-26;
Hebrews 13:16; Matthew 5:16

How can you and your family show someone God's love today?

Note: If you have a child completing Level Two, write a
quick note of encouragement for him or her in the box at
the bottom of Lesson Fourteen.
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Fourteen, Parent's Journal

An Example to Follow

We have been talking about working to meet other people's
needs in the last few lessons. What does this look like
practically lived out?

e o |

God is calling us to use the skills that He has already
given to us to reach out and care for other people. He may
call some people to foreign countries to serve as missionaries,

and that is excellent! But, others He may call to be faithful in
their jobs so that they have money to share with the
missionaries who are serving full-time. Others God may call to
sew clothes - or to rake leaves for an elderly neighbor - or to
invite foster kids into their homes - or to volunteer at the local
pregnancy crisis center.

Read Acts 9:36-43

The world idolizes people who are beautiful, smart, and amazing at
sports. God doesn't value people this way. God values people who
are willing to obey Him and quietly do whatever He calls them to
do. Hand stitching clothes for widows is not the most glamorous work

in the world - and yet, 2000 years later, we are still talking about a

woman named Tabitha who honored God in exactly that way.

The world is constantly sending messages to our kids about who
they should look up to and imitate. Take some time today and talk to
your kids about how shallow most of the
"entertainers"” are that we are tempted to follow after.
Encourage your kids to notice and follow after Christians who
are pouring their lives out to quietly serve other people and to
make a difference in their families, churches, and communities
for God's glory.
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Fifteen, Parent's Journal
Honoring Those Who Work Among Us

So far in this study, your kids have been studying different
ways that they can work and looking at different examples of
work. Today, however, they are going to be thinking of people
who work for them.

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22

How are we to respond to our pastors, and teachers?

How do the writers of 1 Thessalonians practically encourage
us to honor or appreciate our spiritual leaders in this passage?
(For example, notice the end of verse 13. Does living in peace

with each other affect the work of our leaders? If you have
ever been in any place of leadership, you'll know the answer to
that one!)

How are you doing? Are you appreciating and esteeming the
people who are pouring their lives out and working hard to
help you grow spiritually? Are you praying for them? Or, is this
an area that you need to grow in?

In the journal pages, your kids are encouraged to write a letter
of appreciation to someone who is teaching them God's Word.
Will you consider doing the same? Our pastors and teachers
need all of the encouragement they can get.

Note: Please make as many copies of the children's
letter forms as you want for your own family's use.

Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Sixteen, Parent's Journal

"You Don't Have to Work Hard..."

Hopefully by now, your kids are beginning to understand that work is
God's path of blessing to getting what we need.

However, your children have also probably figured out that work is

hard. We don't like to work. Our hearts are all to prone to sinfully rebel I
against God's plan for our lives.

And, as soon as we start rebelling against work, Satan is right beside

us to whisper in our ears, "You don't have to work hard! There are

other ways to get the things that you need and want..."

about hard work, God's will for our lives, and Satan's lies. Pray that
these truths would sink into your children's hearts and that they
would be inoculated against the deception of the devil and the world.

Read Proverbs 10:9; Proverbs 11:18;

28:6; and Ephesians 4:28

| once heard of a man who was being interviewed for a
prestigious job making a six figure income. During the
interview, he went to the cafeteria with several other
I employees. As he went through the food line, he took a pat of I
butter and hid it under his plate so that he wouldn't have to
pay the extra 10 cents. Someone noticed. He was later
informed that, because of his dishonesty, he would not be
hired for the job. You have probably heard similar stories.
Share these stories with your kids. Teach them to value
I honesty and hard work through your words and actions. Teach
them to fear the consequences of dishonesty and to love
honesty because our precious Lord and Savior is perfectly
holy and honest.
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Seventeen, Parent's Journal
Commit Your Work to the Lord

In today's lesson, your kids are going to be looking at what it
means to commit their work to the Lord.

Read Luke 5:1-11

In this story, Simon Peter and James and John had been out
working hard all night, yet had caught no fish. They were
cleaning their nets after a frustrating and unproductive night
when Jesus asked them to take Him out in their boat. Jesus
then instructed them to drop their nets one more time. This
time, Jesus worked a miracle and their nets were filled with an
abundance of fish.

Jesus did this miracle in order to confirm His own deity and to
call these disciples into full time ministry as "fishers of men".
However, | think that we can also learn some truths about work
from this story.

This story reminds us that, without God's blessing, our work is
worthless. Simon Peter and James and John were seasoned
fishermen who had spent the night working hard, yet their work
was unprofitable. When Jesus blessed their work, their work
was abundantly profitable.

God calls us to work. Yet, no matter how hard we work, all
things that we receive are actually gifts from God. No matter
how hard we work, we will have nothing if God does not bless

our work.

L
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¥ How can we respond to this truth?
Read Psalm 127:1-2; Proverbs 16:3
As we go about our daily work, we need to be committing it to
God. We need to humbly recognize and admit that we cannot
achieve results through our own efforts. We need to be in
e prayer, asking God for His leading and His blessing on our [+
work.
k7 Then, when He does bless our work, we need to be offering |.
up prayers of thanksgiving and worship, rather than forgetting |
His good gifts and going on to our next "to - do" item.
What are some practical ways that you can start committing =
your work to the Lord each day?
H
How can you encourage your kids to commit their work to the
1 Lord each day? Do they need to see and hear you humbly
committing your work to the Lord and thanking Him for His )
blessings?
S i H A ik iL: ) il




Wisdom Talks About WORK
Lesson Eighteen, Parent's Journal
Work in Studying

Whether your children are preschoolers or highschoolers,
whether they are learning their ABC's or studying Physics, one
of the primary ways that they are working right now is probably

in studying.

There is no question that disciplining our minds to focus and
learn new things is hard work! Today's lesson focuses on
studying - both studying in school and studying God's Word.

Read Joshua 1:8-9; Proverbs 2:1-6;
James 1:22

How are your kids doing in school right now? Are they struggling
or doing well? How can you be more intentional in encouraging
your children in their studies?

Albert Einstein said, "Education is not the learning of facts, but
the training of the mind to think." How are the influences that you
allow into your home training your children's minds to think? Are

you training your children to think about life through the lens of

God's Word?

Read Philippians 4:8-9

H H A B H H H H H H A B
L. Wisdom Talks About WORK
Lesson Twenty (19 is on next page), Parent's
D Journal |
i A Hard-Working Missionary
Today, your kids are going to be studying what the Apostle
Paul has to say about work, as well as his own example.
“| Read Acts 9:1-9, 17-22; Acts 20:34-35; [
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
L Is it wrong for missionaries and pastors to be supported
financially by the churches they work to serve? M
(2 Thessalonians 3:8-9)
Why did Paul work so hard to support himself and others?
5 |
F ks
Something to talk about: Paul was willing to work to support
himself even when he could have justifiably relied on other
k1 people's support because of his missionary work. He did this
to set an example for the Thessalonians. 1
Sometimes in the name of "charity", governments or
ki individuals give money to support people who are capable of L
working but choose not to. Do you think that, when we do this,
we are actually depriving people of the dignity of earning their
1 own living? Is it good for the people receiving the money?Why
or why not? What are some ways that we could help poor
people while still giving them the dignity of earning the food
k= that they eat?

T ool
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Wisdom Talks About WORK ‘

Lesson Nineteen, Parent's Journal

A Child Who Studied God's Word

From my earliest childhood, | remember seeing my parents
read the Bible each morning. Through their example, they
faithfully showed me how important the Bible was in their own
lives.

Then, my fourth grade teacher encouraged me to make daily
Bible reading a habit in my own life. Was | too young? Not
according to Mrs. Feccio! With her encouragement, | started
reading the Bible each day - and have never stopped! This
habit, started in my childhood, has been a huge blessing in my
life.

Your kids can start reading the Bible and learning from it. They
are not too young.

Today, your kids are going to be reading about Timothy, a
young man who worked to study the Scriptures when he was
a child.

\ATAYATATAVATATATATATATATATATATAVAYATATAVATAVAVATATAY, I
" God is so faithful to us! Timothy's mother and grandmother " d
were faithful to do all they could to teach Timothy the truth.
Then, as Timothy became a young man, God provided a
mentor and counselor for Timothy, a "spiritual father", to help
him as he matured and entered the ministry.

(See 1 Timothy 1:1-2 and 1 Corinthians 1:1, 4:17)

Do your children know that you value the Bible? Do they see
you reading it or hear you talking about it?

b
1)

D
b, v
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What are you doing to encourage your kids to study God's
Word? How can you make this a habit in your home?

If you are not getting support from your spouse in teaching
your kids about the Bible, or if you are divorced or widowed,
how do these passages encourage you?

Read 2 Timothy 1:5, 2:15, and 3:14-17

Something to think about: How can you be in prayer for, and
introduce your children to, spiritual mentors that will help them
to grow in their faith (just as my fourth grade teacher did for
me, and Paul did for Timothy?)

Eunice had Lois to help her teach her son the truth. If you are
alone in teaching your kids about the Bible, pray and ask God
to bring someone into your life who can walk beside you,
encourage you, and help you as you teach your children.
(And, if you are a grandmother, don't underestimate the
influence for good that you can have in your grandchildren's
lives!)

Who was instrumental in Timothy's life to teach him about
God when he was a child?

Noticeably absent in this account is Timothy's father. We don't
know if he had died, was an unbeliever, or was no longer a
part of this family. We do know that the absence of a father
did not stop Timothy's mother Eunice and grandmother Lois

from doing everything in their power to teach Timothy the
truth.
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E Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Twenty-One, Parent's Journal
Can Work Become an Idol?

E We can become so busy with "good work" that we neglect to
build a relationship with God. God doesn't need our good
work. He really doesn't! He is completely sufficient within
Himself to do whatever needs to be done.

g

Today, your kids are going to be studying the story of Mary
and Martha.

Martha allowed work to become an idol in her life. She was
trying to do a good work for Jesus, but she ended up
becoming so focused on her work that she placed a higher
value on her work than on Jesus Christ Himself.

Read Luke 10:38-42

At first glance, Jesus' rebuke of Martha may seem a bit
harsh. After all, Martha was working to prepare a meal for
Jesus and His disciples. It was work that HAD to be done,

right?

God calls us first of all to have a relationship with Him. Yes,
God has called us to do good work. But God will only use
our work for His honor and glory when our work is
planted in the soil of our relationship with Him.

LERY Y

Are you busy? Here's a discouraging fact: Your life is never

going to get slower. Are you building a relationship with God

now, in the midst of your busyness? Are your actions proving
that you value God more than your "to-do" list?

'L A

God loves you because He has chosen to love you, not
because of what you do or don't do. Jesus had already
chosen to love Martha so much that He would sacrifice His
E very life in order to save her. One fancy meal was not going to
increase Jesus' love for Martha by one iota. Jesus wanted
! what was best for Martha - the peace and love found in
resting in Him. Jesus rebuked Martha to remind her of the
importance of her relationship with Him.

Or did it? Wasn't this Jesus that Martha was serving? Jesus,
E Who had fed thousands of people from a few little loaves of
bread and fish? Jesus could have miraculously provided a
! meal for Himself and His disciples. But, more than that, |
believe that Jesus would have been grateful for the Jewish
equivalent of PB&J sandwiches on a platter.

BISIY
HISEY
T
BTSN

Idolizing our work will always lead to feelings of pride,
E frustration, exhaustion, resentment, worry, and burnout -

What Jesus wanted was Martha's heart. He wanted to have a
relationship with Martha that would be so deep that Martha
would gladly set aside her work and her pride and be content
to sit at Jesus' feet, learning from Him and worshiping Him.

just as it did for Martha. When you start to feel these things,
run to God in prayer and ask Him if your work has become an
idol in your heart.

E
oty

How are you doing? Have you allowed work to become an E
idol in your life?

B W7
AT W N7
TN

It fact, it is the same thing that Jesus wants of us, today. We

can do nothing without God's help in our lives. God delights
in our acknowledging the truth of our dependence on Him
rather than in pride thinking that we can do it on our own.
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Twenty-Two, Parent's Journal
A Man Who Wouldn't Give Up!

Have you ever been tempted to give up because a job became
too hard?
Has Satan ever tried to get you to stop working by sowing seeds
of doubt in your heart?
Have you ever had people question your work or try to
discourage you from the work that God has called you to do?

Today's Bible reading is about a man named Nehemiah who
wouldn't give up doing the work that God had called him to do.

Read Nehemiah 1:1-4; Nehemiah 2:1-8

1. What was Nehemiah's first response to the distressing news
that he heard about Jerusalem?

2. According to Nehemiah 2:1-8, how did God answer
Nehemiah's prayers for Jerusalem?

Read Nehemiah 2:16-20; Nehemiah 4:1-5

3. What tactics did the enemies of Jerusalem use to try to get
Nehemiah and the Jews to stop building? Why are these tactics
so effective?

Have you ever felt called by God to do something and been
excited about doing it - only to unexpectedly be confronted by
other people's doubts and skepticism? Have you ever been
tempted to doubt yourself rather than focusing on God Who is
able to do the work through you? If so, talk to your kids about
your experiences. As they get older, they will experience the
same kinds of doubts and skepticism that you and Nehemiah
have both experienced.

i I.: H H H H
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Lesson Twenty-Three, Parent's Journal

A Man Who Wouldn't Give Up! (Con't)

In the last lesson, we read about the enemies of Jerusalem,
and their attempts to get Nehemiah to stop rebuilding the wall.
When mockery and skepticism didn't work, the enemies turned
= to outright threatening.

Read Nehemiah 4:6-8

#1 leading the people of Jerusalem to build the wall and he was
responsible for what would happen to them in the event of an
attack. Even women and boys were involved in the building
project (see Nehemiah 3:12). The workers were defenseless
against an attack.

Nehemiah refused to allow this threat to stop the work, though.

§ Read Nehemiah 4:9-16

Nehemiah and the Jews didn't give up. They placed their trust
in God, took whatever precautions they could, and then kept
F on working. God protected them through the discouraging and
the frightening times. In the end, their enemies didn't even
follow through on their threats! No attack was made on the

o1 workers.

Read Nehemiah 6:15-16

How about you? Are you working on a huge project
right now (such as raising children)? Are you growing
weary of doing good? Are you tired and discouraged?
Are other people pulling you down? Do you have your
e own doubts about this work?

Will you follow Nehemiah's example? In the midst of all

of these obstacles, Nehemiah kept praying and working
I and trusting, and God blessed his work.
—E A H A ik H

Nehemiah had a difficult decision to make at this point. He was

L
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Twenty-Four, Parent's Journal

-
A Hard-Working Woman
The Proverbs 31 woman has long been held up as a model for

Christian women to strive for (and rightly so!) It is interesting to
note, though, that this passage was written by a woman for her
son - to help him know what kind of a woman to look for as a wife.

Read Proverbs 31:10-31

Reading through the list of this woman's accomplishments is
a bit daunting, isn't it? It is good to remember that this is a
list of what an ideal woman might achieve over a lifetime -
not in the first three years of her married life, or while her
children are babies and toddlers. So, give yourself some

grace!

What most stands out to you about this woman's work?

Is there any part of this passage that is convicting you of an
area that you need to improve in?

How can you prepare your daughter to be a hard working o
woman? E

Godly women, and to be the kind of a man who would

How can you prepare your son to respect and appreciate =
attract a woman like this to be his wife? E

If you have a child in Levels 2 or 3, take a moment to
write him or her a note of encouragement in the box
on Lesson 25.

ERY W W, LW W W W N

LX R

ER TR PR P R R R R R R R R R P P R R R R R R R E R R R R P R R RN N N RN RS RN N

Lesson Twenty-Five, Parent's Journal

God's Work in Creation
Today, your kids are going to be reading about the work that
God did in creation. The last five lessons of this study will
focus on God's work in creation and in our salvation.

Read Genesis 1:1-2:3

In creation, God took chaos (a world without form and void of
light and life) and created a world full of order.

Are you following in God's footsteps in the work that you do?
Are you taking the chaos of a messy kitchen or laundry
hamper and restoring it to order?

Are you taking the chaos of building supplies and forming
them into an orderly building?

Are you taking the chaos of young minds and teaching them
to be orderly and sound in their thinking?

When we start to understand how our work mirrors God's
work, we can begin to see the meaning in even our mundane
tasks and chores. Talk to your kids about this today.

You may also want to discuss with your children how the
creation is the basis of the Christian faith. God has a right to
be the supreme ruler of the universe because He created it.

He has the right to dictate morality and to be worshiped
because He is the Creator God.

If your kids are interested in more information about the
Creation story, answersingenesis.org is a great site for
teens, and answersingenesis.org/kids/ has fun games,

activities, and video clips just for kids.

Ty, nhyh T Y
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Wisdom Talks About WORK %

Lesson Twenty-Six, Parent's Journal

Jesus Worked When We Could Not

In this lesson, your kids are going to be learning why we cannot
work our own way to heaven.

Read Romans 3:9-12; Romans 3:23

We are all sinners.

Read Romans 6:23

The just punishment for our sins is eternal death.

Read Isaiah 64:6-7

As we have already learned in this study, God calls us to do good
works because we love Him. However, God never calls us to do good
works in order to gain forgiveness of our sins or to find favor with
Him. All of our "good works" are tainted by pride and selfishness and
are worthless when it comes to justifying us before God.
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Twenty-Seven, Parent's Journal

Jesus Made Time for the Most
Important Things

We are sinners, without hope of salvation unless it comes from
outside of ourselves. God loves us, not because of who we are, but
because of Who He is. God chose to send His Son, Jesus Christ, to

do the work of salvation for us because we could not do it for
ourselves.

Read John 1:28-34; John 3:16

Jesus did the work of our salvation in our place. He lived a perfect
life, then took our punishment upon Himself in His death so that we
might stand justified before God, clothed in Jesus Christ's own
righteousness. All we need to do is believe in Jesus Christ as our
Savior and invite Him to be the Lord of our lives.

Pray for your children as they complete this study. Pray that
the verses that they will be reading about salvation would
sink deep into their hearts. Pray that they would place their
faith in Jesus Christ as their Savior or that their existing

faith would be strengthened through the Word.
A
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Twenty-Six, Parent's Journal

Jesus Worked When We Could Not

In this lesson, your kids are going to be learning why we cannot
work our own way to heaven.

Read Romans 3:9-12; Romans 3:23

We are all sinners.

Read Romans 6:23

The just punishment for our sins is eternal death.

Read Isaiah 64:6-7

As we have already learned in this study, God calls us to do good
works because we love Him. However, God never calls us to do good
works in order to gain forgiveness of our sins or to find favor with
Him. All of our "good works" are tainted by pride and selfishness and
are worthless when it comes to justifying us before God.

We are sinners, without hope of salvation unless it comes from
outside of ourselves. God loved us, not because of who we are, but
because of Who He is. God chose to send His Son, Jesus Christ, to

do the work of salvation for us because we could not do it for
ourselves.

Read John 1:28-34; John 3:16

Jesus did the work of our salvation in our place. He lived a perfect
life, then took our punishment upon Himself in His death so that we
might stand justified before God, clothed in Jesus Christ's own
righteousness. All we need to do is believe in Jesus Christ as our
Savior and invite Him to be the Lord of our lives.

Pray for your children as they complete this study. Pray that
the verses that they will be reading about salvation would
sink deep into their hearts. Pray that they would place their
faith in Jesus Christ as their Savior or that their existing

faith would be strengthened through the Word. ;
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Twenty-Seven, Parent's Journal

Jesus Made Time for the Most
Important Things

Are you ever so busy that you feel like you hardly have time to breathe? Life is
busy. Everyday we struggle with many demands upon our time. If we are
doing good work in our lives, we are going to be busy.

However, busyness and work can become idols in our lives. We can begin to
find our worth in how much we can accomplish and how busy we are every
moment of our day.

Jesus Christ was also extremely busy in His life. Bible historians tell us that
Jesus probably began His public ministry when He was thirty years old and
was crucified when He was thirty three years old.

That means that all of the traveling, preaching and teaching, healings,
miracles, and discipling that Jesus did happened in three short years. Mark
3:20 tells us that there were times when Jesus was so busy working, He didn't
have time to eat!

In spite of all of this busyness, Jesus slowed down and made time for the
things that He knew were important to God. Read the passages below. On the
lines under each passage, write what Jesus slowed down and made time for.

Luke 5:15-16

Jesus slowed down to:

Do you make time for this in your life?

Mark 6:30-32

Jesus slowed down to:

Do you make time for this in your life?

Luke 4:16

Jesus slowed down to:

Do you make time for this in your life?

Matthew 19:13-15

Jesus slowed down to:

Do you make time for this in your life?
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Lesson Twenty-Eight, Parent's Journal
Jesus' Perfect Work

As you approach this lesson with your kids today, please be
aware that this lesson is the hardest lesson in the Wisdom
Talks About Work Bible study.

Many Christians through the ages have struggled with
understanding Philippians 2:1-18. In this passage, Paul
teaches us that we need to work with the same attitude as
Jesus Christ, who humbly set aside His rights in order to
serve us. He was obedient to the point of death in order to
fulfill God's will for His life. Now, God has highly exalted Him.

Rather, we need to "work out" our faith like we work out a math
problem. We need to examine the facts to find the answer about
our own lives. We need to ask ourselves some hard questions

about our obedience to God to determine if we truly are saved.
Philippians 2:10-11 is a great place to start "working out" our
salvation. (And, yes, it is scary to look deep into our hearts as we

ask these questions, so there is some fear and trembling!)

Philippians 2:10-11 says that, in the end of time, every knee will
bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord, to the glory
of God. Are you bowing the knee to God now by obeying Him?
Have you agreed with God that you are a sinner? Have you
confessed that there is no way that you can ever be good enough
to get to heaven by your own works? Have you placed your faith in
Jesus Christ as your Savior? Have you made Jesus Christ the
Lord of your life? Do you look forward to a time when every knee
will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord? Do you long
to spend time with God in heaven because you love Him? Do you
long for the time when God will set everything right and the saints
of God will be gathered together in a place full of peace and God's
love for the rest of eternity?

Paul then tells us to work out our salvation. We know, from
other Bible passages, that Paul cannot be talking about
working our way into salvation, forgiveness, and a good
E standing with God - since our works can never accomplish
that. So what is Paul talking about?

Read Philippians 2:1-18
Here is what the Family Bible Study says about this Or, is your heart full of rebellion? Do you believe in your heart of
passage. Take a moment to look over it and make sure that heart§ that God has.no right to tell you what to do Wlth your life? In
. . . , pride, do you believe that God should allow you into heaven
you agree with what it is saying. If you have younger kids . .
. . . . because you are good enough to deserve it? In the end, will you
that might not understand this explanation, think about ways a . - L
o _ be among those who will bow unwillingly to Jesus Christ, in shame,
that you can explain it to them at their level. Most of all, pray E
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_ having rejected the truth?
that your kids would understand these truths and accept
Jesus as their Lord and Savior.
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What does your answer work out to be? If you don't like the
answer that you discover, continue "working out" your salvation -
reading God's Word, seeking to obey Him, and asking Him to
forgive you of your sins, to change your heart, and to fill you with
His Holy Spirit - because, when you do this, it is ultimately God
Who is at work in you.

T

Something to think about: Philippians 2:12 tells us to work out é é

our salvation with fear and trembling. This does not mean that we

need to work so that we can be saved. Jesus Christ has already |4 o,
done that for us because we could never do it for ourselves. i
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Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Twenty-Nine, Parent's Journal
Jesus Finished His Work

Sometimes, when we get to the very end of a hard project, we
can be tempted to let go. We don't put our full effort into the
end. We settle for almost done.

Jesus' life involved years of toil and weariness culminating in

the hardest "finish line" in eternity. Yet, Jesus worked all the

way to the end, fulfilling completely and perfectly His Father's
will to His very last breath.

Read Matthew 26:36-46; Luke 22:39-46;
John 17:1-5; John 19:16-30
Read Hebrews 12:1-3

As we go through our lives, as we work to fight our sin, and as
we work to do what is right, Who are we to fix our eyes on, so
that we will not grow weary and lose heart?

Does the thought that Jesus Christ worked hard (even when it
was unimaginably difficult) , obeyed God perfectly, and finished
well encourage you in your work? Why or why not?

As you go about your day today, talk to your kids about
what it cost Jesus to finish His work completely. Talk
about the consequences to us if Jesus had decided, at the
last moment, not to complete His work because it was

hard.

Wisdom Talks About WORK

Lesson Thirty, Parent's Journal
Resting in Faith While Working for
God's Glory

In this last lesson, your children will be looking at the broad
picture of work one more time. We work because we desire to I
glorify God. At the same time, we rest in Jesus' work on the
cross for our salvation.

Read Ephesians 2:1-10; Matthew 11:28-30 |

1. What stands out to you about work in these verses?

2. What comfort do you find in these passages?

3. Why is it hard for people to accept that we are saved by
Jesus' works and not our own?

4. If we are saved apart from works, why should we be
involved with good works? (Ephesians 2:10)

Take a moment today and pray that your children would
find rest for their souls in the finished work of Jesus
Christ.
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