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Wisdom Talks About
WORK

Lesson 1

Why is Work so Hard?

When you think about work, what is the first thing that you
think of?
Do you think of work as being a good thing or a bad thing?

Adam and Eve did not obey God's command. They
disobeyed God and ate the fruit that God had told them not
to eat. When Adam and Eve disobeyed, sin came into the

world and changed everything.

Did you know that sin really changed work?
Read Genesis 3:17-19
What changes happened to work because of sin?

Because of sin, Adam would have to work really hard to

grow food for his family to eat. Thorns and thistles would

grow up in Adam's garden, making his work difficult and

painful. Adam would get tired and sweaty trying to grow
food.

In today's Bible reading, we are going to learn that work is a
really good thing. But, you probably already know that work
can be really hard, too. Why is work good and hard at the
same time? Let's find out!

Read Genesis 2:8-9 and 2:15-18

Read Genesis 2:15 again. Why did God put Adam (the first

man) into the Garden of Eden?

God put Adam into the Garden of Eden to work in it and to
take care of it. In other words, God created Adam to do a job - I
to work! The work that God gave Adam to do was good work.
There were no weeds for him to pull. There were no thorns to I

scratch Adam's arms and legs. The sun was never too hot

when Adam was working. Adam could work hard and never
get tired.
Read Genesis 2:18 again. Why did God create Eve? Do you I I 1. What kind of work do you do? (encourage your kids to
think that God created Eve to work, too? Why? identify the work that they do - jobs, chores, school. Make
I sure you answer the question yourself, too!)

Work is a good thing because God created us to work! 2. Why is work good? Do you think that you would be happy if
But, unfortunately, that's not the end of the story. I you had absolutely no work to do? Why or why not?

But, even though Adam's work was now hard, God did not
tell him to stop working. God created Adam to work. Sin
made Adam's work hard.

What can we learn from this passage? Work is good
because God made us to work. Work is hard because we
are sinners living in a sin sick world.

Some Questions:

3. Why is work hard? What are some parts of your work that

?
What was it? are hard”




H H H B H i H H HH H B H H H| E & H A H H H B
iz Wisdom Talks About b | |
WORK God's Path: Man's Path:
e Lesson 2 H k Work Laziness Z
Work: God's Path of Blessing 1. Thg wise child listens 1. A foolish child
Do you like to eat good food? Do you enjoy having a home to to his parents and doesn't care V‘_’hat his
.2l live in and a bed to sleep in? Do you like it when your family ] | makes them glad. parents think. =
has extra money to buy Christmas presents? Do you 2. The wise person 2. The foolish person
appreciate it when your family has enough money to share does not run after decides to get rich

s with other people who have needs? Ll 2 "ill-gotten” fast without working Ll

These are all really good things, aren't they? N gains. Because he is _ for.|t - but i
| God has made a special way for us to get these things. Do " doing what is right, _mgtead f'ndsdthOUbf’

N you know what it is? = he does not have to judgment, and death. ]
In the last lesson, we learned that God created Adam to work. ] fear judgment and 3. The foolish person -
Today, we will see some of the good things that happen when death. wants good

= we work. = 3. Because the wise thlngs,bbuttr;;e (;joHesn_t

. care about God. He is L
Pick two people who can read well. Choose one personto person seeks _ never content. no matter F1
read God's Path: Work on the following page, and the other God first, God supplies hat he ’does

[/l person to read Man's Path: Laziness. Then, read Proverbs | &l his needs. ' ks
10:1-5, one verse at a time, stopping to hear God's Path and 4. The wise person 4. The foolish person

Man's Path contrasted from each verse. works hard and puts in the least amount
;1 Here's what we need to remember: Work is God's Path to A F makes money. of work possible and L
bless our parents, avoid judgment, satisfy our desires, make [ becomgs poor.— )
money, and gain respect. We can't do these things unless we 5. The foolish person is

ks are willing to work hard. L k= 5. The wise person is lazy when it is time to L

Question: respected because he work. People lose
' . works hard when it is respect for him and he
ks Proyerbs 10:2 talks about |II. gotten gains (?r treasur.es of ks time to work. He is not brings shame to his
wickedness" that do not bring wealth, but instead bring laz family.
judgement and death. Can you think of an example of this? kA 4 B4
(For example, a robber who steals from a bank, etc.) .
i i S S L il iz T ik H ) il




Wisdom Talks About
WORK

Lesson g
Why Should I Work Hard?

Trent was so mad! His brother Josh had just reminded him that
their Mom had told them to pick up their rooms.

"Who is HE to think HE can boss ME around?" Trent thought
angrily. "And why does my mom even care what MY bedroom
looks like? This is SO DUMB!" Trent grabbed a pile of dirty
clothes off the floor and shoved them into his drawer, then
slammed it shut. He threw his toys against the back wall of his
closet, then slammed his closet door shut. He kicked his legos
under his bed. There! He'd picked up his "dumb old room!"

Do you ever feel like Trent? Have you ever become angry when
someone has asked you to work?

Paul, the writer of Colossians, gives us a big secret about our
work:

God sees our work and He cares about it. When
we work, we need to be working for God.

Read Colossians 3:23-24

These verses tell us to work hard, because our work is not for
other people but for God.

"But, wait a minute," you may be thinking, "Aren't these verses
written just for adults? Mom and Dad need to work hard, but
not me. I'm just a kid."

Let's back up a bit and find out who Paul is talking to in these

verses.

Read Colossians 3:18-24

Who are these verses written for? If you are a wife, raise your
hand. You need to be working as to the Lord and not just to
please people. If you are a husband, raise your hand. You need
to be working as to the Lord, and not just to please man. If you
are a child, raise your hand. You need to be working hard,
knowing that God is watching your work. If you are serving an
earthly master (boss, teacher, etc.), raise your hand. You need
to be working hard, trying to please not just your earthly master,
but God as well.

Do you remember Trent and his work to clean up his bedroom?
When Trent's mom looked into Trent's room later in the day and
saw his floor cleared, his dirty clothes picked up, and his toys
put away, do you think that she might have been happy with his
work? Why?

Do you think that God was happy with Trent's work? Why or why
not?

Trent was not working for God. He was working with a bad
attitude just to please the people around him. The verses we
have read hold an amazing promise for us and a scary warning.

Read Colossians 3:23-25 one more time.
When we work for God, Who will reward us?

If we don't work for God, but do wrong, what will happen?

Just for fun: Imagine that, while Trent was cleaning up his
room, Jesus suddenly appeared in his room. After Trent got over
his shock, how do you think that he might have started cleaning

his room? Do you think that Jesus' physical presence would

have changed the way that Trent was working? If we truly
believe that God is always with us, should that change the way
that we work?
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Lesson 4

Are You Complaining?

Read Colossians 3:23-24

In the last lesson, we learned that God SEES our work and =
CARES about it. We need to be doing our best work

because, as Christians, we are working for God, not for man.

But, you may be wondering, what does working for God really
look like?

Do you remember our story about Trent picking up his room?
What do you think are some ways that Trent could have
picked up his room "for God"?

Trent definitely could have worked harder and done a better
job, couldn't he? (Remember those dirty clothes he stuffed
back in his drawer? Ewww.)

Do you know what else Trent could have done to make his
work "for the Lord"? He could have worked with a different
attitude.

Read Colossians 3:17

What attitude does God want us to have in our work?

Now let's read the rest of our Bible passage. God is going to
be telling us about some attitudes that He wants Christians to
have. This list is pretty hard. But, can you imagine what the
world would be like if we were all working hard with these
beautiful attitudes?

T :
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Read Colossians 3:12-17

| told you these were some pretty hard attitudes to have!
When someone bosses me around, | don't feel like forgiving

around me. And, | am not always thankful, especially when |
am doing a job that | don't really like. How about you?

But, here's something really cool: Do you know why we should
be thankful, even when we are doing work that we don't like to
do? The reason that we should have hearts that are thankful
(and kind, patient, gentle) is right in the beginning of verse 12.
Can you see it?

We can work with attitudes of humble thankfulness
because God has chosen to LOVE us! He loved us so
much that He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die in our place
for our sins. If we believe this and choose to make Jesus the
Lord of our lives, we can go to heaven when we die. Now,
that's something to be thankful for!

Let's go back to Trent picking up his room. What are some

_] things that Trent could have been thankful for as he picked up?

Do you think that Trent could have changed his attitude from
complaining to thankfulness? What might have helped Trent to
change his attitude? (Don't forget prayer! We need God's help

and strength to do something as hard as changing bad
attitudes!)

How are you doing in your work? Whether you are doing

school work, picking up toys, washing dishes, or designing

complex electrical circuits, are you doing your best work for
God with a humble and thankful attitude?

If you are struggling with your attitude about work, will you
spend some time in prayer today asking God to change your
heart to want to serve Him with thankfulness?

N 3 i i

them. | am not always kind, gentle, and patient with the people |
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Lesson 5

Boaz and Ruth:
A Hard Working Couple

Have you ever heard the story of Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz?
Here's how it goes:

Naomi and her husband and two sons were Israelites who
had moved to the country of Moab. While they were there,
Naomi's husband died. Her sons married two Moabite
women named Ruth and Orpah. Then, Naomi's sons died.
Ruth was left by herself with her two Moabite daughters-in-
law.

With all of the men dead, these women didn't have any way

to get money to buy food. So, Naomi decided to go back to

Israel. She told Ruth and Orpah to go back to their Moabite

families. Orpah went, but Ruth refused. She had decided to

follow the One True God, the God of Israel. Ruth wanted to
stay with Naomi and take care of her.

BV AT TONE7 YENR WK VPR VANV WA WA
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So, Ruth followed Naomi back to Israel. But, even after they
got to Israel, things were still difficult. Ruth and Naomi were
very poor. They needed a way to make money to buy food.

T 7
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Do you remember what God's path of blessing is for making
money? WORK! Ruth knew she needed to work.
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Read Ruth 1:22-2:12; 2:17-18

1. What do we know about Boaz? (vs. 1)

2. What does Ruth ask to do in Ruth 2:2? Why does
Ruth need to do this?

3. When Boaz came to the field, how did he greet his
workers? (vs. 4)

4. What had Boaz heard about Ruth? (vs. 11)

5. Who does Boaz say will reward Ruth for her work?
(vs. 12)

Boaz was a good and faithful man who honored God. God
had blessed him with wealth. Ruth was a poor Moabite
widow who followed after God. She was willing to work hard
to provide for herself and her mother-in-law. God brought
these two unlikely people together. (And, in case you are
wondering how this story ends, Ruth and Boaz get married
and become the great-grandparents of King David!)

Here's what we need to remember: God sees our work and
He cares about our work. We are called to work hard with
good attitudes because we are working for God, not for
man.

Ruth and Boaz are excellent examples of how to work hard
to please God. God saw their work and He blessed them for
it.

T4
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Lesson 6
The Ant and the Sluggard

In today's reading, King Solomon (the writer of Proverbs) will
tell us about somebody who is a good worker. Listen carefully
to see if you can figure out who this good worker is and why
she is a good worker.

Read Proverbs 6:6-11

1. What is a sluggard? (What word do you see at the
beginning of this word? What is a slug like? Does it move
very fast? A sluggard is a person whose work is like a slug -
lazy, slow, and not wanting to work very hard at all!

v
x>

2. Who can the sluggard learn from?

3. What does the ant do? (vs. 7-8) Does anyone force the ant
to work?

4. What is the ant's reward for her hard work? (vs. 8) What
comes to the sluggard because of his laziness? (vs. 11)
Poverty means being poor, not having enough money for
things like food, clothes, and a place to live.

Read Proverbs 12:11

5. What could the sluggard have had if he had pushed himself
to work hard?

How are you doing? Are you working like the ant or like the
slug? Are you disciplining yourself to work hard, even when no
one is watching you except God?
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Wisdom Talks About
WORK

Lesson 7

A Skilled Man

In our last lesson, we read about a sluggard. How hard does
a sluggard work? Which insect should we imitate in our work?

Today, we will read about a wise man who did work hard.

Read Proverbs 22:29

1. What kind of a man will stand before kings?

2. How do you think that this man became good (or skilled) at
his work? Do you think that somebody else forced this man to
work, or did he force himself?

3. Do you think that this man became good at his work really
fast, or did it take time, patience, and planning? (Prov. 21:5)

4. Why do kings (or, in our day, wealthy, important, or
successful people, bosses, managers, and business owners)
desire the work of a skilled man?

Read Proverbs 12:11

5. Do you think that this skilled man wasted a lot of time doing
useless things?

Digging a little deeper: Do you waste a lot of time doing
useless things? What are some useless things that you do?

What kind of work are you good at? What are some ways that
you are wisely using your time to become more skilled in your
work? Could you someday use these skills to serve God
and/or make money if you become good enough at them?
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. Skillful Workers i
' Today, you are going to need to get your fingers ready,

because we are going to be looking at several different
skillful men from different parts of the Bible. (And, don't
worry, there are plenty of skillful women in the Bible too -
we will be studying some of them soon!)
Look up the verses below. After you read the verses
about each skillful worker, answer the questions below. Then,
go on to the next skillful worker.

Bezalel and Oholiab - Exodus 36:1-2, 38:22-23
Valiant (brave) men - 1 Chronicles 5:18-20
Chenaniah (Kenaniah) - 1 Chronicles 15:22
David - Psalm 78:70-72
Ephraimite craftsmen - Hosea 13:2-3

Questions:
1. Did God give this person (or group of people) a
special skill or talent? What was it?

2. Do you think that this person worked hard to
develop this skill?

L 4
' ¢ 3. Did this person honor God with his skill?
L

talents? What are you good at or interested in? Are you working

hard to develop this skill? Will you use your skill to honor God?
L)
L]

Wisdom Talks About
WORK

Lesson 9
God Works a Miracle

We are going to read an interesting story about some
prophets who were willing to work hard. These prophets
were men who were learning about God, from Elisha. They
were living together at a kind of prophet school. More men
were coming to learn, and their house was too small. They
needed more room! What do you think they did?

Read 2 Kings 6:1-7

1. What were the men going to do because their house was
too small?

2. Who was going to do the work of building the new house?
Do you think that this work was hard? Why or why not?

3. What happened to one of the men's axe heads? Is an
axe head light or heavy? Would it normally sink or float?

4. Why was the man so upset that he had lost the axe head?

é
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5. How did God take care of the prophet who had lost the
axe head?

When we need something, God often blesses us, not by
giving us the thing that we need, but by giving us the chance
to work for the thing that we need. These prophets needed a

bigger house, and they were willing to build it themselves.
God was right there with them, blessing their work and taking

care of them when an accident happened.

U7 WY W 7

What about you? Has God given you any special skills or
‘ .
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Lesson 10
Are You a Busybody?

I had been a busy day for the Clackle famiy. Joey had finally
found some free fime fo play with his Legos. Janie was reading
her new lorary book.

Netther chid was happy winen Mrs. Clackle called tiem to empty
the dishiwasher.

I get 1o do the bottom rack!" yelled Joey.

No you dontt | get o do the boffom rack foday. You lhave fo do
the siverware and the top rack. | had fo empty the WHOLE
DISHWASHER by myself yesterday! f isnt fairl" Indlered Janie.

'S¢ | nad 1o rake the leaves yesterday" Joey replied Raking
the leaves is a LOT more work than emptying the dishwosher!”

't is noft" shouted Janie. "Anyway, you didnt even do a good job
raking he leaves. And you never gef the dishes dry enough
when you emgty the dishwasher. You are lazy, Joey"

Janie and Joey are not having a very good attitude about work
I in this story, are they? But, sometimes we sound just like them, I

don't we?

I Did you know that the Bible has some things to say to children

like Janie and Joey and to their moms and dads too?

Il B I B B I B = = = .
Read 2 Thessalonians 3:10-13

Uh-oh. | am afraid that Joey and Janie were acting like
busybodies in this story. Do you know what a busybody is?

A busybody is someone who is so busy trying to make sure
that everybody else is doing what they should be doing, that
the busybody does not have time to do his or her own work.

Sure, Joey and Janie were doing some work. But they weren't
doing their best work, were they? They were too busy paying I
attention to each other's work and trying to make sure that
everything was "fair".

What do verses 12 and 13 tell Joey and Janie (and you and
me!) to do?

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:10b-12
According to these verses, what should our ambition or goal
be?
When you work, do you work quietly with your own hands and I
mind your own business?

Read Proverbs 14:23

This verse tells us that working leads to profit (money, food,
to poverty.

Let's ask God to help us stop talking about work so much,
stop being busybodies, and start .... working!

Digging deeper: When we act like busybodies, we often feel
justified and self-righteous because we are pointing out
somebody else's mistakes or failures. What attitudes and sins I
are in our hearts when we act like busybodies?
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WORK to lift the log into place.

Lesson 11
A Servant Leader
One cold, dark, rainy morning during the American

The man got back up onto his horse and looked down at the
corporal. "Next time you need help," he said, "Call on your
Commander-in-Chief, and | will come." Then he rode quietly

: away.
revolutionary war, a man on horseback came upon a group

of soldiers who were trying to raise a heavy log. The man on the horseback was none other than George

Washington, the general of the whole army.
Read Philippians 2:1-8

1. What attitude should we have as we work? (vs. 3) Did the
corporal have this attitude? Did General Washington have
this attitude?

The soldiers tried as hard as they could, but they could not
raise the log. They put their shoulders under the wood and
tried to lift, but their feet slipped in the mud.

Try as they might, they did not have the strength to lift the
heavy log. With each new attempt, they became more and

more tired and muddy. E 2. Why do you think that the corporal felt that he didn't need

to help the soldiers? How was General Washington a good

The man on horseback noticed that there was one soldier example for him?

who was not helping. Instead, he was ordering the others to
keep on trying.

BV VAT TOWN7 YKAW WX VIS VAN WHN YT

2. As we work, we are not to only work for ourselves (look

out for our own interests), but also to work for whom? (vs. 4)
"These men are working as hard as they can, but they do
not have the strength to lift this log,” the man on horseback 3. Who is our ultimate example of a servant leader who was

said. Then, looking at the soldier on the ground who was willing to work hard (and suffer!) for other people? (vs. 5)
not helping, he said, "Why do you not help them?"

11711
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. . _ 4. Are you willing to work hard and become like a servant in
The soldier on the ground looked up at him with shock and order to help other people? In other words, are you more

. . e - ' " . iy
E disbelief. "Didn't you know? | am a corporal!" he said. E like General Washington or the corporal?
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The man got down off his horse. He walked over to the tired
soldiers, knelt down, and placed his shoulder under the !

Read John 13:1-5 and 12-17
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Lesson 12
‘The Blessing of Work

Work is God's path to the blessings of food, money, clothes, and
a place to live. If we are not willing to work, God will not bless us
with these good things.

Read 2 Thessalonians 3:7-13

In verse 10, Paul says that if any man is not willing to work, he
should not be allowed to what?

Work is the good way that God gives us to make money for
food and the things that we need. Work is a blessing!

However, because we live in a sin-cursed world, there are
many times when people want to work but cannot.

Maybe you know of someone who lost their job and is having a
hard time finding a new job. This person wants to work for
money. He is not being lazy and refusing to work. He simply is
having a hard time finding work.

Maybe you know someone who cannot work right now because
they are too sick to work.

Some people are poor because they live in countries where the
government steals the tax money instead of using it to build
roads, schools, hospitals, or sources of fresh water for people to
drink.

Many people who grow up in these countries can't go to school.
They never learn to read and write. It is difficult for them to find
jobs to make money.

Some people live in countries that are torn apart by war. Other
people have lost their homes and jobs because of natural
disasters like hurricanes, earthquakes, and floods.

If your mom and dad are able to work hard and make money for
food, clothes, and a place to live, you are greatly blessed! Many
of us even have extra money after we have purchased food,
clothing, and shelter.

If we are blessed with work and extra money, what does
God call us to do? Read the verses below to find out.

Read 1 John 3:16-18; Acts 20:34-35;

and Ephesians 4:28

1. Do you know someone who wants to work, but is unable to

right now because of job loss, illness, or disaster? Is there a

way that you or your family could reach out to that person or
family this week?

2. Has God laid it on your heart to help people in a different
country who don't have money for school, food, or even drinking
water? Talk to your pastor or the missionaries that your church
supports. They will probably know of some needs that you could
help meet. You can also check out the Compassion
International Catalog (www.compassion.com/charitable-gift-
catalog). You can choose different gifts to give to people in
need, or you may choose to support a child on a monthly basis
to help him or her get education, food, health care, and the
opportunity to hear about God's wonderful plan of salvation.
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Lesson 13
Doing Good Work

Today we are going to look at "good works". Have you ever
heard of good works before? What do you think they are?

5. Can we do these "good works" even if we don't have any
money?
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Read Matthew 5:16

Usually when we say "good works", we are thinking about 6. What happens when other people see our good works?

work that someone is doing that is helping someone else.
Read Hebrews 6:10
If there are several people in your family who are able to
look up verses and read, today's lesson would be a perfect
time to have a Bible Sword Drill. The person reading this
lesson can call out the reference. Then, when he or she says
"Go0", race to see who can find the verse the fastest. If there
are younger people in your family, you can split into teams
and help them out. If this doesn't work for your family, you
can read the verses normally.

7. Who remembers our good works?

If you want a couple more verses for your sword drill, here
they are! Otherwise, skip down to question 8.

Galatians 6:9-10
Hebrews 13:16
Proverbs 3:27

8. What are some good works that you can do today or
tomorrow?

Let's get started.
Read Ephesians 2:8-10

Can you show someone kindness or patience?
Can you share something or make someone feel welcome?
Can you encourage someone or pray for them?

1. Are we saved because of our good works?

EA AR AR AN A RARA AR A AN A AR AN AN A AR RS AN AN AN R AN AN A AR RN AN AN AN AR R
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2. According to verse 10, what is one of the reasons that God
created and saved us?

Read Acts 20:35

3. What did Jesus say about giving? . : s

"\ r— Y 4 | N |

-
XY

[(EX RN RN
-
[ ET]




TATATAVAVAVATATAVATATVAVATATVATATAVATVATATATVATAVATATATAV, I

w

Wisdom Talks About R
WORK

Lesson 14
An Example To Follow

In our last lesson, we talked about working hard to do good
things for other people. Today, we will learn about a real life
hero who spent her time helping other people. As you listen to
this story, see if you can figure out this hero's name and what
good things she did to help other people.

Read Acts 9:36-43

1. What was the woman's name in this story? (Hint: She has

two names!)

2. How is this woman described in vs. 36?

3. What did Tabitha make (vs. 39)? Who did she make them

for? Why do you think that she made clothes for widows?

4. Who did the people send for after Tabitha died?

5. What miracle did God do for Tabitha?

Do you know anyone like Tabitha? A man or a woman who is

quietly working to meet the needs of other people? These

people are pleasing God with their work!

b, v A

Tabitha used her skills in sewing to meet the needs of some
widows who probably didn't have money to buy what they
needed. What about you? Do you have skills that you can use
to bless people around you? Maybe you can't sew like Tabitha.
But maybe you are good at writing notes of encouragement.
Maybe you enjoy being outside and can help an elderly
neighbor with yard work. Or, maybe you can be kind to a new
classmate at school. How can you be like Tabitha today?

Wisdom Talks About
WORK

Lesson 15
Honoring Those Who Work Among Us

Today, we are going to talk about some people who work hard
to help us. God tells us to honor these people because of their
work for us.

However, the Bible doesn't tell us what their names are! We are
going to have to figure that out for ourselves. Are you ready?

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13

Let's look at the clues in these verses.

1. What are three things that these people do for us in verse 127?
These are people who are leading us, teaching us God's

You will probably most often see these people at church. Who

are these people?

Who teaches YOU about God? Your pastors, Sunday School
teachers, and parents are people who are working hard to
teach you about God. God commands you to honor them

because of their good work for you.

What is one good way that we can honor the people who
work among us, found at the end of verse 13? Why do you
think that living in peace with each other honors our leaders?

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22
According to these verses, what are some other things that
we can do to glorify God and honor the people who work to

lead us and teach us about God?
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Lesson 16
"You Don't Have to Work Hard..."

I We have already talked many times about how work is God's I
path of blessing to getting what we need.

Charlie was so frustrated! He could never get all of his spelling
words right on the test. One day during the test, Charlie noticed
that he could see Sally's page. Sally was a good speller, so
Charlie carefully copied her words onto his page. His teacher
and his parents were so happy and proud when Charlie got all of
his words right! Charlie's mom even decided to take Charlie to
get an ice cream cone to celebrate! But, somehow, Charlie didn't
really feel like eating the ice cream. Although he felt good about
the test at first, now he felt terrible.

Proverbs 20:17

However, work is hard because of sin. People don't like to
work. They sinfully rebel against God's plan for their lives.
Satan and other people will tell us, "You don't really have to

I work hard! There are other ways of getting what you want."” In the checkout line at the grocery store, Sarah took a small

Twix bar and put it in her pocket while her mom wasn't looking.
It was only a little Twix bar. Nobody would notice and nobody
would care.

Proverbs 10:9

How can we get the things we need without work? Well,
Satan's way of getting these things involves stealing, lying, and
tricking other people.

When Mr. Tyler found out that his boss was tricking customers
in order to make more money, he quit his job. Mr. Tyler knew
that it would be difficult to find another job and that he probably
wouldn't be able to make as much money in a new job.

Proverbs 28:6

And, that is good! But often, we can accept and believe Satan's
lies without even realizing it.

Read each of the stories below. Then, read the verse below the
story. Discuss what the verse is telling you about how the
person in each story should respond and whether they are

following God's path of work or Satan's path of stealing. John used to steal things all the time - candy, toys, whatever
he could get his hands on. Now he has become a Christian
and he knows that it is wrong to steal. He feels bad about

stealing in the past, but he knows that God has forgiven him.

Ephesians 4:28

Mrs. Wallace was so bored at her job. She just wanted a
few minutes to do something fun. No one was watching,
so she pulled out her phone to check her facebook. She

didn't think that anybody would notice if she stopped One more time, what is God's path of blessing to get the

working for a few minutes. things that we need? What lie does Satan tell us? Who will
Proverbs 11:18 you believe, God or Satan?
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Commit Your Work to the Lord
.| Workis God's path of blessing to get what we need and to ..
"] have enough to share with other people. We must remember,
though, that no matter how hard we work, all the things that we
» receive are actually gifts from God. No matter how hard we
I work, we will have nothing if God does not bless us. 3|
..] Today, we will read an exciting story that reminds us of this
truth. .
Read Luke 5:1-11
gt 1. What were the fishermen doing in verse 2? Why were they
doing this? (vs. 5) Had the fishermen worked hard during the L
night? Had they caught anything? ;
2. What did Jesus tell Simon to do in verse 47? F
3. Did Simon obey Jesus? What happened when Jesus
'l blessed Simon's work?
Jesus performed this miracle to not only show the fishermen
L that He was God, but to also call the fishermen to follow Him |
and become His disciples. Jesus was calling these men to a F
new and different kind of work.
But, | think that this miracle also teaches us something about
our own work and God: FH
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We are called to work hard, but the results of our work
come from God, not from us.

Simon and the other fishermen realized that their great catch
of fish did not happen because of their own hard work, but
because of God's blessing. And, what was their response to
this miracle? They worshiped God!

Read Psalm 127:1-2

These verses tell us that people work hard to build houses,
guard cities, and make money for food. But, without God's
blessing, their work is worthless.

How should we respond to this truth? We can find the answer
in Proverbs 16:3.

Read Proverbs 16:3

Here's what we can do! Before we start each day, we can ask
God to bless our work. We can tell God that we know that it is
not our own work which provides for our needs, but His
blessings. We can thank Him for His good gifts, ask Him to
help us to walk in obedience, and humbly ask Him to bless
our work.

In other words, we can commit our work to the Lord.

How about you? Do you ever think about the fact that you

cannot achieve anything without God's blessing, no matter
how hard you try? Do you ever ask God to bless your work?
If not, will you start today?
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Lesson 18
Work in Studying?
What kinds of work do you do? Maybe you have a job or

maybe you help with chores around your home. These are
excellent ways to work!

But, what about your school work? Is studying work?
Absolutely!

You have to work to learn your ABC's, learn how to read,
memorize dates in history, and prepare for chemistry tests. Do
you think that students can honor God by working hard in
school? Yes, they can!

When the United States was just getting started, the American
people wanted to build schools. They wanted their children to
learn to read and write and do math. They wanted their
children to be able to think things through and make good
decisions. Many American people also wanted their children
to be able to read the Bible. So, they started schools to help
teach children.

I know that school work isn't always fun, but it is still important
to work hard in your school work because you are honoring
God when you do. Working hard at your school work will
prepare you to get a good job when you grow up. Even more
importantly, school work can help you to study God's Word. It
is pretty hard to study and understand the Bible if you don't
know how to read!

Read Joshua 1:8-9

Joshua wrote this to the people of Israel, but it is an excellent
reminder for us, as well! Are you meditating on (or thinking
about) God's Word each day? Are you trying to obey God's

Word?

In this Bible study, we have been searching for wisdom about
work. Looking for wisdom is like going on a treasure hunt! We
can search for it and find it as we study the Bible.

Read Proverbs 2:1-6

We should not only be studying God's Word, but also doing it.

Read James 1:22

1. What are some ways that you are working at studying
God's Word? What are some ways that you could do better
in this area?

2. How does your school work help prepare you to study
God's Word?

3. How does your school work help prepare you to work
hard as an adult?

4. Are there some areas in your school work where you are
not doing your best work? Ask God to help you work hard
in your studies.
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Lesson 19
A Child Who Studied God's Word

Today we are going to read about a young man named
Timothy who worked hard to study the Bible. Timothy
became a pastor in the early church. We can learn about him
in some New Testament letters that the Apostle Paul wrote

to Timothy. Read 2 Timothy 1:5

1. Who started teaching Timothy about the "sincere faith" (or,
in other words, the Bible and God)? How old do you think
Timothy might have been when his mother and grandmother
started teaching him about the Bible?

Read 2 Timothy 2:15

In this verse, Paul encouraged Timothy to work hard in
studying the Bible so that he would be able to understand it
and teach it correctly.

Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17

Verse 15 says that when we study the Bible, we can get
wisdom that will lead us to what? Do you think that this is a
good reason to work hard to study God's Word?

What are the four things that God's Word is profitable for
according to verse 167
What will studying the Bible prepare a man of God (or woman,
boy or girl of God!) for? (vs. 17)

Maybe you have thought, "I am just a child. | can't study the

Bible!" What does the story of Timothy teach you? What are

some ways that you can study God's Word, even as a young
person?
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Lesson 20
A Hard-Working Missionary

Have you ever heard of the Apostle Paul? If so, did you know that he
was a hard worker? We can learn a lot about work from the Apostle
Paul.

When we first meet Paul in the Bible, his name is Saul. Saul didn't
believe in Jesus. In fact, he hated Christians and was trying to throw
them in jail or have them killed. Read the verses below to see what

changed Saul's heart from hating Jesus to becoming a missionary

who told everyone about Jesus' love.

Read Acts 9:1-9, 17-22

Jesus changed Saul's heart, and Saul couldn't help telling everyone
about it. In fact, Saul (Paul) was going to spend the rest of his life
working as a missionary. (Acts 13:1-5)

After Paul became a missionary, different churches sent him money
so that he could travel and tell people who had never heard of Jesus
about God's plan of salvation. Paul worked hard at preaching,
teaching, and traveling.

But, sometimes Paul also worked to make money for himself. Do you
know what Paul's job was besides being a missionary? (Acts 18:1-4)

Read Acts 20:34-35
Why did Paul work hard?

Read 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

What does Paul teach us about work in these verses?
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Lesson 21
Can Work Become an IDOL?

Did you know that work can actually become an idol?

Maybe when you think of idols, you think of little golden
statues that people bow down to instead of worshiping God.
You might be thinking, "How can work become an idol? Isn't

work a good thing?"

Work IS a good thing when we are working to please God.
However, sometimes we can get so busy working that we
forget to build a relationship with God. We stop spending

time with God by reading the Bible and praying and going to
church because we are so busy working that we just don't
have time. Although we wouldn't admit it, our actions are

showing that we think work is more important than God. We
are not committing our works to God anymore. Instead, we

are trying to do things in our own strength.

4T

Today, we are going to read a story about a woman who
started making an idol out of work. Listen carefully to see if
you can understand how she did this.

Read Luke 10:38-42
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E 1. Whose house did Jesus and His disciples visit?

2. What did Martha want to do for Jesus and His disciples?
Was this a good thing to do?

3. Who did Martha get frustrated with? Why?

4. Martha's frustration showed her true heart attitude. What
attitudes do you think were at the root of Martha's service?
Why do you think these were Martha's attitudes?

4. What was Mary doing?

5. Martha was busy working, but Mary was sitting at
Jesus' feet listening to His teachings. According to Jesus,
which sister had chosen the better thing? Why was Mary's
choice better?

How about you? Are you making time everyday to spend
with God? Or, are you too busy working (or playing)?

Read Matthew 6:25-33

kTR

What do you think that it means to seek first the kingdom of
God? What does that look like in your own life?
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Lesson 22
A Man Who Wouldn't Give Up!

Have you ever started on a hard project, only to get tired
and discouraged half way through? Did you quit because
the job was too hard?

Today we are going to read an exciting story about a man who
just wouldn't give up, even when his work got really, really hard.

Here's what happened: The people of Judah had disobeyed
God. Because of this, God allowed the Babylonian army to
defeat Judah. The Babylonian army killed many of the Jews and
forced many other Jews to go with the army back to Babylon.
The people's homes were burned, their belongings stolen, and
God's temple was destroyed. The wall that had surrounded the
city of Jerusalem was broken down and the gates were burned.

About 70 years later, God raised up a king who allowed some of
the Jewish people to go home to Jerusalem. When they got
back to Jerusalem, though, they found a mess, not a home. The
wall of Jerusalem was still broken down. Because the wall was
broken down, enemies could easily get into the city to steal
whatever they wanted and to hurt the people.

This is where our man who wouldn't give up comes into the
story. Nehemiah was a Jewish man living in Babylon.
Nehemiah had an important job as a cupbearer to the king. Part
of Nehemiah's job was to make sure that the king's food and
drink was not poisoned. Because of this important job,
Nehemiah was a man that the king personally knew and trusted.

When Nehemiah heard that the Jews who had returned to
Jerusalem were in danger because the wall was broken down,
he was very upset. He prayed and asked God to help him.

Read Nehemiah 2:1-8

The king sent Nehemiah back to Jerusalem to build the walls.
The king even gave Nehemiah some of the supplies!

When Nehemiah got to Jerusalem, he went out secretly one
night to look at the broken walls. It was going to be a lot of work
to fix them! Even worse, there were two leaders, Sanballat the

Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite, who didn't want the walls
rebuilt. They were enemies of the Jews and they didn't want the

Jews to be strong and safe in Jerusalem.

What could Nehemiah do? Pray and start working! Nehemiah
split the Jewish people into groups. Each group worked to build
the part of the wall that was closest to their own homes. Slowly

but surely, the wall was starting to be built. How do you think

that Sanballat and Tobiah felt about that?

Read Nehemiah 4:1-3

Sanballat and Tobiah and the people with them laughed at the
Jews. They said that even a fox could knock over their wall.

Have you ever tried to work hard, only to have people laugh at
you? It hurts, doesn't it?

When God calls us to do good work, we will often face
hardships that will discourage us. Maybe other people won't
understand why we are working so hard or will tell us that we will
never be good enough to get the work done. We will get tired in
the work. Nehemiah and the Jews still had a lot of work to do
before their wall would be finished, and they will have even more
obstacles to overcome before their work is done!




In the last lesson, we read about a Jewish man named
Nehemiah who was doing the hard work of rebuilding a wall
I around Jerusalem.

Not only was the work extremely hard, but the Jewish people
also had enemies who didn't want the wall to be rebuilt. These
enemies were laughing at and mocking the Jew's work.
But, this didn't stop Nehemiah and the Jews. Nehemiah
prayed and asked God to help them. Then, the people kept on

L building. By now, the wall was built up to half of its height.
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- Lesson 23
A Man Who Wouldn't Give Up!
(continued)

Read Nehemiah 4:6-8 i
k  Now Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites, and the N
Ashdodites were all really angry because the Jews kept &
building. They stopped laughing at the Jews. Now they
L. were threatening to come and fight against the Jews.
Nehemiah and the Jews were really in trouble. They couldn't
| defend themselves very well because the wall was only half
- rebuilt and the enemies could easily climb over it. F1
Nehemiah had to make a choice. Should he:
I/l 1. Tell the Jews to keep building the wall even though they
were in danger of being attacked? Ll
—L A B 3 i B ol

2. Tell the Jews to stop building the wall and get ready to
fight? (which would stop the work)
3. Leave Jerusalem and go back to his job as a cup bearer
where he was safer?

What would you have done in his place?

Actually, Nehemiah did not choose any of these options.
The first thing that Nehemiah did was to pray and ask God
for help. Nehemiah knew that he couldn't do this work
without God! Then, he prepared the people to fight AND
work!

Read Nehemiah 4:9-16

Nehemiah and the Jews didn't give up. They trusted in God,
and God protected them. In the end, their enemies didn't
even attack them!

Read Nehemiah 6:15-16

Nehemiah worked really hard. He didn't stop when people
laughed at him or when people threatened him. He kept
working even when he was tired and discouraged and the
job seemed HUGE. He just kept working and praying and
trusting in God. And, God blessed Nehemiah's work.

How about you? Do you give up easily? Or do you keep
praying and working and trusting in God that He will
accomplish the work that He has called you to do?

Something to think about: If you read Nehemiah 3:22-32,
you will notice that Nehemiah organized the people so that
they were repairing the wall closest to their own homes.
Why do you think that Nehemiah did this?
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Lesson 24
A Hard-Working Woman

Today, we are going to learn about a hard-working woman.
Now, before you boys tune out, | want you to know that this
chapter was written for a man. This chapter was written by a
mother who was teaching her son about what kind of a
woman he should be looking for to marry.

Read Proverbs 31:10-31

1. What kinds of work does this woman do?

2. How does her work bless her husband and her children?
(vs 14, 21, 24)

3. When does this woman work? (vs. 15 & 18)

4. How does this woman reach out to help people outside of
her family? (vs. 20)

Something to Think About... E

For the Girls: If you are a girl or a young woman, how can E

you start preparing yourself to become like this woman?

For the Boys: If you are a boy or a young man, would you
rather be married to a hard working, God fearing woman like
this or to a selfish, lazy woman? If you would rather be
married to a hard working, God fearing woman, how can you
become the kind of man that she will want to marry?
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Lesson 25
God's Work in Creation

God calls us to work. But, did you know that God Himself
works?

How would you like to watch God work? Our passage today
gives us the chance to imagine doing just that.

As you listen to this passage, imagine that you are there, at
the beginning of time, watching God create this amazing
world. Listen for different things that God created or made.

Read Genesis 1:1-2:3

1. What word describes all of God's work? (vs. 4)

2. What work did God give Adam and Eve to do? (vs. 1:26-
28)

3. What did God do on the seventh day? (vs. 2:2) Why do you
think that God did this? (Isaiah 40:28; Mark 2:27)

4. What is your favorite part of God's creation?

5. Does it change your attitude to know that the God Who has
called us to work has Himself worked and done a good job?
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Lesson 26
Jesus Worked When We Could Not

In our last lesson, we read that God created the world. God created
all things good. When God created Adam and Eve, He gave them a
choice to obey Him. Adam and Eve chose to disobey God. Sin, or
rebellion against God, entered the world.

Everyone of us are sinners. Even one sin, one little "white lie", one
moment of pride, one second of selfish anger in our hearts, is
disobedience against the all-powerful Creator God.

God is perfectly holy and just. He cannot allow any sin to come into
His presence.

Many people think that if they just work hard enough, God will
forgive their sins. They think that if they do enough "good works",
God will overlook their sins.

Have you ever done a "good work" without feeling a little bit of
pride? Without thinking what a great job you had done and hoping
someone would notice? Have you ever done a good work only
because you love God, with no thought whatever about the rewards
you would get for that good work? You see, every one of our "good
works" are corrupted by our sinful hearts. No amount of these
"good works" can erase the fact that we are sinners.

No matter how hard we work at being good, we can never work
away our sin. We can never work our way to heaven. Even our
good works are motivated by and corrupted with sin.

Read Romans 3:10; Romans 3:23;

Romans 6:23
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Because we are sinners, we all deserve God's judgement. We all
deserve to be sent to hell after we die. No matter how good we are
or how hard we try, we can never get into heaven on our own.

But God, in His infinite mercy and goodness, loved us even though
there was nothing in us that deserves this love.

Since we could never do the work needed to make ourselves right
with God, God sent His only Son, Jesus Christ, to do this work for us.

Read John 3:16; John 1:29

1. John the Baptist saw Jesus coming towards him. What name did
John call Jesus?

2. What special work did John say that Jesus would do?

Read John 4:31-34

3. In this passage, Jesus had been telling a woman the truth about
her own sins and God's plan of salvation. What does Jesus say
that his "food" is in verse 34?

4. \What was some of the work that Jesus did while He was on
earth?

If your kids are not sure, remind them that Jesus preached, healed
people, worked miracles, traveled, taught His disciples, and
probably learned the trade of being a carpenter from his father
Joseph. But, His greatest work of all was dying on the cross for our
sins.

As we finish this Bible Study about work, we are going to be looking
at the life of Jesus Christ and the most important work that was ever
done on this earth.
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Wisdom Talks About
WORK

Lesson 27
Jesus Made Time for the Most

Important Things

Have you ever been so busy that you didn't even have time to
eat? Maybe you had so much work to get done that you couldn't
stop to grab some lunch?

Did you know that there were times when Jesus was so busy
working, teaching, and helping people that He didn't even have
time to eat? Jesus knows what it is like to be extremely busy!

Read Mark 3:20

Although Jesus was extremely busy, He always made time for

the most important things. Read the passages below, then talk

about the important things that Jesus made time for, even when
He was extremely busy.

Read Luke 5:15-16; Read Matthew 14:22-23

Even when Jesus was busy, He made time to be with God in
prayer.
Do you make time to pray and read the Bible, even when you
are busy?

Mark 6:30-32

Jesus and His disciples did not get a chance to rest at this time
because the people followed Him and He continued to minister
to them. However, this passage shows us that Jesus did make a
priority of taking time away to rest.

How about your family? Do you take time to rest together? Do
you ever go on vacations together in order to get away from the
daily work and to rest?

Read Luke 4:16

Even though He was busy, Jesus was in the habit of going to
the Synagogue on the Sabbath. How about you? Do you make
it a priority to be in church regularly?

Read Matthew 19:13-15

Who did Jesus make time for in this passage?

Sometimes we adults get so busy with our work that we forget
to make time for children. If you are a child, a tween, a teen, or
an adult, | want you to remember that Jesus has time for YOU.
He loves it when you talk to Him and bring your requests, fears,
and laughter to Him. He loves listening to you talking to Him
about the cool bug that He made or telling Him about your
spelling test or discussing your plans for the future with Him.
God is never up in heaven thinking, "l wish Sally would stop
talking to me, because | am really busy right now!" God always
has time for us. Isn't that a wonderful thought?

Here's what we need to remember: Jesus worked hard. He
knows what it is like to be busy. However, Jesus also made
time for the most important things: Spending time with God in
prayer, getting away and resting, being in church, and taking
time to appreciate children and develop relationships
with the people around Him.

Do you make time for these things?
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Wisdom Talks About
WORK

Lesson 28
Jesus - Our Ultimate Example

ra
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He wrote a letter to the people in a church in the city of
Philippi. In this letter, he encouraged the people to work hard
with a humble attitude, and to serve each other.

Al WA

of a Man who completely satisfied God with His work.

Read Philippians 2:1-18

1. Who is our perfect example of a servant leader ?

eI

2. What attitude characterized Jesus' perfect work? (vs. 5-8)
Does this attitude characterize your work?

3. Jesus obeyed God perfectly and completed the work that God
sent Him into this world to do. What was Jesus obedient to the
point of? (vs. 8)

kTR

4. Because Jesus obeyed, what has God done for Jesus? (vs 9)

5. Paul urged the Philippians to obey God. The way that they
worked and what they did would prove if they were truly obeying
God and if they were truly saved or not. However, the Philippians
were not doing this work by themselves. Who was working in the
Philippians' hearts to help them obey? (vs. 12-13)

B
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Something to think about: Philippians 2:12 tells us to work out

our salvation with fear and trembling. This does not mean that we

need to work so that we can be saved. Jesus Christ has already
done that for us because we could never do it for ourselves.

T

Do you remember the hard-working missionary named Paul?

Paul pointed the Philippians (and us!) to the perfect example
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Rather, we need to "work out" our faith like we work out a math
problem. We need to examine the facts to find the answer about
our own lives. We need to ask ourselves some hard questions
about our obedience to God to determine if we are truly saved.
Philippians 2:10-11 is a great place to start "working out" our
salvation. (And, yes, it is scary to look deep into our hearts as we
ask these questions, so there is some fear and trembling!)

Philippians 2:10-11 says that, in the end of time, every knee will
bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord, to the glory
of God. Are you bowing the knee to God now by obeying Him?
Have you agreed with God that you are a sinner? Have you
confessed that there is no way that you can ever be good enough
to get to heaven by your own works? Have you placed your faith in
Jesus Christ as your Savior? Have you made Jesus Christ the
Lord of your life? Do you look forward to a time when every knee
will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord? Do you
long to spend time with God in heaven because you love Him? Do
you long for the time when God will set everything right and the
saints of God will be gathered together in a place full of peace and
God's love for the rest of eternity?

Or, is your heart full of rebellion? Do you believe in your heart of
hearts that God has no right to tell you what to do with your life? In
pride, do you believe that God should allow you into heaven
because you are good enough to deserve it? In the end, will you
be among those who will bow unwillingly to Jesus Christ, in
shame, having rejected the truth?

What does your answer work out to be? If you don't like the
answer that you discover, continue "working out" your salvation -
reading God's Word, seeking to obey Him, and asking Him to
forgive you of your sins, to change your heart, and to fill you with
His Holy Spirit - because, when you do this, it is ultimately God

Who is at work in you.
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Lesson 29 Lesson 30
Jesus Finished His Work

Jesus Christ came to earth to do some work for you. He left His
magnificent place in heaven and came to this tired, sick, dusty
world. He came to teach you and to give you an example to follow.
He came to die for you, to take your place on the cross, and to pay
the price of your punishment.

God's Glory
Read Ephesians 2:1-10

for our salvation, we are dead in our sins.
1. What did God do for us because of His great love and
mercy? (vs. 4-7)
2. Did God save us because of something that we had done? I
(vs. 8-9)

Because of Jesus' work, if you believe in Him, you can stand before
God. God doesn't see your sins any more. Instead, He sees Jesus'
perfect righteousness placed upon you.

Jesus' work for you was exhausting, hard, and extremely,

unimaginably painful. Verse 10 says that we are God's workmanship or handiwork.

If we are truly believing in God and following Him, people will

But, do you know what? Jesus finished well! see God's work in our lives! We are created in Christ Jesus to

Read John 17:1-5

1. What did Jesus say that He had finished or accomplished in
verse 47?

So, we keep working to grow in God, to read the Bible, to fight
against the temptation to sin, and to reach out to help people
around us. We keep obeying God each day by doing the work
that He has placed in front of us, whether that work is school
work or dirty dishes or the job that helps us to get money or
helping our neighbor with yard work.

Read John 19:16-18, 28-30
2. What was the last thing that Jesus said before He died? What
do you think that He was talking about? What was finished?

Through His death, Jesus took away the sins of all those who

believe in Him. His work was finished! All the while, though, we remember that our salvation does
not depend on our good works. Jesus Christ already did that
work for us! We can rest in Jesus' saving work for us while we

joyfully obey God and work for Him because we love Him and

The best part of this story is that Jesus did not stay dead. He rose
again and has gone to heaven to prepare a place for those who
believe in Him. Jesus is now sitting at the rlght hand of God, praying want to serve Him.

for those who follow Him.

Read Hebrews 12:1-3 Read Matthew 11:28-30
—————————————————————— E I N B B B B E B = =
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